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form the Government, and you need not have any 
fears of disunion.* 

Mr. ROBINSON moved that the committee 
rise; which motion was agreed to. 


The Speaker having resumed the chair, the 
Chairman of the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union reported that the committee 
had had the state of the Union generally un- 
der consideration, and particularly the bill to re- 
duce the rates of postage, but had come to no 
conclusion thereon. 

Mr. YOUNG asked leave to withdraw the pa- 

rs in the case of from the files of the 
ah for the purpose of reference to the proper 
Department. Agreed to. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved that 
when the House adjourns it adjourn to meet on 
Friday next. 

Loud eries of ‘*Oh! no!—say Thursday.”’ 

Mr. FOWLER moved to amend the motion by 
striking out the word ‘ Friday,’’ and inserting 
“Thursday”’ in lieu thereof. — 

A division was taken on the amendment, and 
there was found to be no quorum voting. 

Mr. MORRIS called for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment;and they were ordered, and being 
taken resulted, yeas 67, nays 64. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on agreeing to the 
amendment as amended. 

Mr. THOMPSON inquired of the Chair whether 
he could withdraw his motion ? 

The SPEAKER. The motion cannot now be 
withdrawn. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the 
motion as amended, and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. JONES moved that the House do now ad- 
journ; upon which motion the yeasand nays were 
called for, but not ordered. F 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved, that when the 
House adjourns it adjourn to mect on Friday next. 

Mr. FOWLER. I move to amend the motion 
of the gentleman from Illinois, by inserting ‘*Thurs- 
day’’ in lieu of “*Friday.”” [Great laughter. | 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I rise toa point of order. 

Mr. JONES (interposing.) Can the House 
without a quorum adjourn over till Thursday? 
The Constitution says that it can only adjourn 
over from day to day. bao 

The SPEAKER. That question will be decided 
at the proper time. The gentleman from Illinois 
will state his point of order. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I have moved that the 
House adjourn till Friday. The gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Fow.er] has moved to amend 
my motion by substituting ‘“Thursday”’ for “Fri- 
day.”” My point of order is, that they are inde- 
ogi propositions, and that the question must 

é taken first on the most distant day. - 

The SPEAKER. It is in order to move amend- 
ments like that just offered by the gentleman from 
Massachusetts to motions toadjourn. The House 
has just acted on such an iieadingnt. The House 
must first vote on the amendment. 

Mr. FOWLER called for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment. : 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I wish to inquire of 
the Chair whether it is now in order to move, as a 
substitute for the pending motion, that when the 

ouse adjourns it adjourn to meet on Thursday 
next, o 

The SPEAKER. 
pending. 


“Nore.—The official return of the income and expe 
ture of the Post Office in Great Britain and Ireland, he 
Ocpear ending January 5th, 1850, was as follows: 

, Gross receipts $11,048,920. Expenditures for tra 
Hon of the mails and ship letters, $3,103,125; for eho 
masters, deputies, and agents, $2,940 9u09 - for ‘- is 

ape $340, 135. Sai 1 . 

othcial return of the income and expendi i 
United States for the year ending June goth, nae 

Gross receipts $5,699,934. Expenditures for transporta- 
tion an mails, $2,465,704 tor salaries and commis- 
sions of postmasters, clerks, and agents, @1.9 ; : 
cellanies, $910,953, > 4 ’ 37,036 ; for mis- 
tkederes the English currency, the pound sterling is 


, 
That amendment is already 
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Mr. RICHARDSON demanded tellers on taking 
the yeas and nays, and tellers were ordered. 

Mr. VINTON inquired if it was in order to 
amend the motion by striking out ‘‘ Thursday,”’ 
and inserting ‘*Saturday?’’ [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. It is ini order. 

Mr. VINTON. ‘Then I make that motion. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Is it in order to move 
that the House do now adjourn? 

The SPEAKER. 
disposed of, 

Mr. FOWLER. I rise to a question of order. 
{Laughter.] My question of order is this, whether 
it is in the power of this House to adjourn over to 
Saturday from to-day ? 

The SPEAKER. The House must determine 
that question for itself. The question now is on 
the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. FOWLER. On that I ask the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. JONES demanded tellers on the taking of 
the yeas and nays: and they were ordered. 

Mr. RICHARDSON withdrew his motion. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON renewed the motion 
that when the House adjourns it adjourn to meet 
on Friday next. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved to substitute the 
word **Thursday’’ for ‘*Friday.’’ 

Mr. GOTT demanded the ‘previous question, 
The demand for the previous question was sec- 
onded, and the main question ordered, which main 
question was first upon Mr. Wentw oRTH’s 
amendment. 

Mr. ROBINSON ealled for the yeas and nays: 
and they were ordered; and beine taken, resulted 
—-yeas 62, nays 66. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The question then recurrmg on the original mo 
tion, + 

Mr. JONES called for the yeas and naws; 
but they were not ordered, and the motion waw 
adopted. 

So the House decided to adjourn till Frtday 

On motion, the House then adjourned, 


Not until this question is 


NOTICE OF A BILL 

Mr. BENNETT gave notice that he would hereafter ask 
leave to inroduce ** A bill to establish an Agricealtural Bu 
reau, and to promote the interests of agriculture.”? 

PETITIONS, Ac. 

The following petitions, remonstrance, and memorial, 
Were presented under the rule, and referred to the appropri 
ate commiulttces : 

By Mr. SCHENCK: Petition of Robert White, an in 
valid pensioner, for an increase of his pension. 

By Mr. McDONALD: The petition of William Potter 
and one hundred and forty others, citizeris of Carroll coun 
ty, Indiana, tor the establishment of a post office and post 
road in said county. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The remonstrance of citizens 
of Belvidere, Boone county, Illinois, against the extension 
of Zebulon Parker's patent for a water wheel. 

By Mr. INGE: The memorial of Wade Allen, asking 
one month’s extra compensation for mail service. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvrspay, December 31, 1850. 


Mr. WINTHROP said: Mr. President, I have 
received a petition signed by Edward Everett, Wim. 


H. Prescott, George Ticknor, Francis C. Gray, 
Rufus Choate, Jared Sparks, Cornelius C. Felton,. 
Theophilus Parsons, and Henry W. Longfellow,. 


of Boston, representing that an emblematical 
statue of ‘* America” has been modelled in clay by 


' Mr. Hiram Powers, a citizen of the United States, 


for some years resident in Italy. The petitioners 
say that Mr. Powers’s design has been to produce 
in marble an embodiment of the idea of free, pop- 
ular, constitutional government, in the person of 
** America,”’ represented as a youthful female of 
faultless beauty, in whose attitude and expression, 
as well as in the accessories of the work, that idea 
should be indicated according to the rules af the 

They also say that the eminegt tal- 
ent of Mr. Powers as a seulieor is acknowledged 


| throughout Europe and America—that it is be- 
| liev 


that no name stands higher among living 
artists—and that he is himself under the Imapres 
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sion, and competent judges concur im the opinion, 
that this work is his most successful effort 

The petitioners believe that Congress would 
meet the wishes of all the enliehtened friends of 
art and of all patriotic citizens throughout the 
Union by procuring this statue to be executed im 
marble in heroic size for the Capitol of the United 
States; and as the work will be one requiring the 
utmost exertion of the talent of the artist and the 
employment of a considerable portion of his time 
for several years, they venture to to the 
wisdom of Congress the appropriation for this 
purpose of the same sum which was appropriate dl 
for Mr. Greenough’s statue of Washington 

Mr. President, it is well known that the only 
American artist who has thus far been employed 
to adorn the grounds of the Capitol and illustrate 
our American history in marble was a New Eng 
land artist, (Mr. Horatio Greenough,) from my 
own State of Massachusetts and city of Boston 
It will be most agreeable to the friends of that artust, 
and to the whole country, [ am sure, that the great 
sculptor of the West should now receive the pat 
ronage of the Government, and be allowed to e& 
hibit his unsurpassed eenius on the same stage 
The memorial is signed but by few names, but | 
think the Senate will agree, on examining them, 
that they will bear to be weighed if not counted 

The memorial was referred to the Committe o 
the Library. 

Mr. GWIN presented a memorial, signed by 
officers and soldiers of the army who served 
California during the whole or a part of the tame 
known asthe gold mine excitement, asking that the 
act making appropriations for the support of the 
army, approved September 30, 1800, may beso con 
é to take effect fh the Ist of January, 


Sugeest 


strued as om 
[84x 

In presenting this memorial, he said he knew o! 
no more meriterious claim upon the Government 
than it presented. He had already brought the 
subject to the notice of the Senate, and he believed 
that those in whose behalf the memoria: Was pre 
sented should have three times as much as those 
of the same rank serving in other parts of the Um 
ted States. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. - 

Mr. BENTON presented a of the 
Caty Council of St. Louis, asking the right of way: 
wx a donation of Jand for the Pacific railroad; 
which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
ané Canals; and the motion to print was referred 
to the Committee on Printing. 

Also, submitted documents in relation to the 
claim ef the widow of Brevet Col. Kneas Mackay 
to a pewsion; which were referred to the Com 
1, yittee on Pensions. 


memorial 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


‘Yr. SHIELDS, frem the Committee on Mili 
tary Affairs, to which wes referred the memoria! 


' of Maria M. Alexander, only heir of George Mad 


ison, asking remuneration for sacrifices and sei 

vices during the war of the Revolution, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration of the 
same, and that it be reterred to the Committee o1 
Revolutionary Claims; which was agreed to, 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of the legal representatiy es of William Armst rong, 
fate acting Superinte ident of the Western Perri 
rary, submitted a report accompanied by a bill for 
the relief of the legal represe ntatives of William 
Armstrong, deceased, late acting Superintendent ot 
the WVestern Territory; 
dered to a second reading 

Mr WHITCOMB, from the Commuttee 0! 
Claims, to which was referred the memorial of 
James Robertson, asking indemnity for certain in 

juries inflicted on him by an officer of the United 
‘States Senate, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the same. ee 

Mr. WALKER. It erieves me exceedingly to 
hear the Committee of Claims asked to be dis 
charged from the further consideration of thatsub- 

ject, after the solemn cognizance which the Senate 


which was read and or 
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has heretofore taken of the matter to which it re- ‘| resolution directing the binding to be done. We. 
intes. ‘That that committee, and especially that a |) are binding documents but three eighths of an inch | 


Western Senator, should refuse to entertain its 
consideration, excites my surprise, It is due to 
justice that they should consider the subject and 
make a report upon it, that it may be finally dis- 


posed of. If not, the Senate may rest assured it 


_'THE CO 


will be brought up again, and entertained, and re- || 


ferred. If wrong has been done, let the facts be 
reported, and for the injuries which have been sus- 
tained let the Senate goon and do ample justice. I 


think the Senate should refuse to discharge the | 


committee, 
Mr. WHITCOMB. Mr. President, the com- 


mittee ask to be discharged from the further con- 


sideration of this memorial at the express instance | 


of the memorialist himself. If the committee be 
discharged, it is his desire that it should be re- 
ferred to a select committee; and as the honorable 
Senator from Wisconsin takes some interest in 
the matter, and has bestowed some attention to it, 


I hope he may be placed at the head of that com- | 


mittee. I do not wish to be placed upon that 
committee, but I shall be happy to hear from the 
Senator from Wisconsin on the merits of this 
case, 


—————— 


thick, and I have introduced this resolution that 
the Senate may investigate this subject of binding, 
and make some order in relation to it. 

The resolution lies over under the rule. 

AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of | 
the resolutions upon the table. The first in order 
was the resolution submitted by Mr. Banger on | 
the 26th instant, as follows: 


Resolved, That the tenth rule of the Senate be amended 
by adding thereto the following words: 

** Aud every motion may be withdrawn by the mover at 
any time before a decision or amendment, except a motion | 
to reconsider, Which shall not be withdrawn without leave 
of the Senate.’’ 

Resolved, That the following be added to the rules of the 
Senate: 

** All motions to take up a bill, resolution, or other sub- | 
ject which shall have been Iaid on the table; and all mo- | 
tions to proceed to the consideration of any subject, and all | 
questions as to the priority of business, shall be decided 
without debate.’ 


The PRESIDENT put the question on the 


| adoption of the resolution, and it appeared to be 
| lost. 


Mr. President, I repeat that it was at the in-| 


stance of the memorialist himself that the com- 
mittee ask to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of this subject, and he stated to us the 
reasons which influenced him in desiring that we 
should not now report upon it. It will be recol- 
lected that the committee have once reported upon 
this case; and in view of the feelings which the 
committee have already expressed, it is deemed 
better that the committee should be discharged, 
and that it should go to a select committee, as 
the memorialist desires. 

The motion to discharge the committee was 
then agreed to. 

NOTICES OF'BILLS. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN gave notice of his intention 
to ask leave to introduce bills of the following 
titles: 

To limit the act of March 2, 1831, for the pun- 
ishment of trespasses upon the public lands. 

To grant to the States of Arkansas and Missouri 
the right of way for and portion of the public 
lands, in aid of the construction of a railroad from 
St. Louis, Missouri, via Little Rock, to some point 
on Red river, aud for branches of said road to the 
Mississippi river, and Fort Smith, in Arkansas. 

To extend and render more effectual the juris- 
diction of the circuit courts of the United States. 


WIDOW’S PENSION, 


Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- | 


tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting a pen- 
sion to the widow of Brevet Colonel AZneas Mackay, late 
of the Quartermaster’s Department of the United States 
Army. 

Mr. BENTON. As that is simply a resolution 
of inquiry, | hope it will be acted upon now. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I think the com- 
mittee reperted upon that at the last session. M 
impression is that we reported upon it by a bill 


They have been drawn, after considerable contem- | 
| plation by myself of the operation in these partic- | 


| Senate. Practically, we know that this parlia- 


Mr. BADGER. If there is any difficulty or | 
doubt in the minds of Senators as to the propriety | 
of these proposed amendments, | am not at all | 
solicitous that they shall receive action to-day. | 


ulars, of the present rules of the Senate. I will | 
ask the Secretary to read the 10th rule, to which 
it is proposed to add the amendment. 

The Secrerary read the rule, as follows: 

** When a motion shall be made and seconded, it shall be | 
reduced to writing, ifdesired by the President, or any mem- | 
ber, delivered in at the table, and read, before the same 
shall be debated.”’ 

The amendment is intended to remedy that pro- | 
vision of the general parliamentary law, that | 
whenever a question, upon a motion of any mem- 
ber, is in the possession of the Senate, it cannot be 
withdrawn by the mover without the leave of the 


mentary rule is very rarely, if ever, enforced; but 
evefy now and then, as I have observed for sev- 
eral years past, a difficulty or objection is raised, 
and application has to be made to the Senate for | 





| leave # permit a member to withdraw a motion | 
| which he has submitted. The House of Repre- | 


sentatives have a rule upon that subject, which is 
embodied in the amendment to the 10th rule of the 


| Senate which Ihave submitted. But their rule is | 


liable to an objection, which I have endeavored to | 


guard against by the ——— in the amendment 
{ 


which I propose. In the House, any motion may 
be withdrawn before a decision or amendment, at 


| the will of the mover. Ordinarily there would be 
no objection to that, because if any other member 


chooses to make the motion, he has a right to re- 
new it; and it scarcely seems reasonable to tell a | 
member who made a motion, that after he sees | 


| reasons to doubt its propriety, he cannot withdraw | 
'| it. But this rule is universal in the House, and 

| applies to motions to reconsider as well as to other 

| motions. Sometimes it will happen in the House 


which covered the case, but which was not acted || 


upon, 

Mr. BENTON. Then I communicate ae 
pers, to go and be filed with the bill, instead of 
submitting the resolution. 


BINDING OF DOCUMENTS. 


that a motion to reconsider a bill does not come up | 
for decision until the time within which a motion 


| to reconsider may be made is past. It is then | 


| make that motion. 


Mr. WALKER submitted the following resolu- | 


tion for consideration: 


Resolved, That no further binding of documents be con- | 


tracted for or ordered until the Senate make further order 
on the subject. 

I do not propose to ask the Senate to take action 
upon that resolution at this time. I simply desire 
to call the attention of the Senate to the fact. The 
resolution under which the binding is now done, 
brings it down, to use the language of the Senator 
from Missouri, which I think very a priate, to 
documents of the size of primers. e are now 
ordering the binding to be done, under the resolu- 
tion of the Senate, of documents of two hundred 
and fifty pages. I hold in my hand one of one 
hundred and seventy-six pages, which has been 
laid upon our tables this morning. I presume it is 
an entire document, and it seems to be as well 
stitched as our documents usually are. Now this 


withdrawn by the mover, and though the House 


may be disposed to reconsider, they are deprived | 
of the power of doing it, because no member can | 
The effect, then, of this | 
amendment is, that a member of the Senate making | 
a motion may withdraw it at any time he sees | 


proper to do so, before an amendment or decision, 
exceptin case of a motion to reconsider, which 


| shall not be withdrawn without leave of the Sen- 
|| ate. 


In regard to every other motion, no injury can | 
_ be done, because any gentleman may renew it if | 
_ he thinks proper, and bring it under consideration. | 


But a motion to reconsider is a peculiar one, that 


| might be withdrawn after the time to move a re- 
_ consideration had passed, though the Senate might 
‘| be disposed to reconsider the motion, and another 
| member, who had voted with the majority, would 


| 


} 


not then have it in his power to move a reconsid- 
eration. 
Then in 


uestion before the Senate, whether to proceed to 


s about the size to which we go down under the |! the consideration of any subject, shall be decided 
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without debate; and I am sure every gentle 
who hears me has felt every session that h 
been in the Senate—I know I have for four pre 


man 
e has 
vious 


‘| sessions—the great inconvenience of having some- 
| mes a large portion of the morning occupied in a 
debute as to whether the Senate will take up asub- 


ject for consideration, which is very nearly equiy- 
alent to spending a morning in a debate where yo 
question is before the Senate. That is the effect 
of the rule. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, I doubt the 
propriety of the change proposed a the honora- 

arolina. I think I can 
imagine a case where serious inconvenience would 
result from it. I would refer to the case of a mo. 
tion made by the honorable Senator from New 
York, [Mr. Sewarp,] during the last session, so 
preposterous that, upon the vote being taken, he 
was the only Senator, I believe, who voted in fa- 
vor of it. Occasionally there are propositions pre- 
sented here that require consliaveble discussion; 
after gentlemen have given their opinions upon 
them they would be glad to record their votes and 
make it appear on the Journal. I think the rule 
is healthy within itself; the effect of it is to pre- 
vent gentlemen from offering propositions here, 
upon which they would not be willing to say yea 
or nay on the Journal. Our rules are a system; 
and an alteration of one may greatly disturb the 
harmony of that system. I am not prepared to 
say to what extent it would be disturbed by adopt- 
ing the changes proposed by the honorable’ Sena- 
tor from North Suilion: but I consider the mat- 
ter of so much importance that [ would suggest 
the propriety of referring it to a select committee 
of three. I believe that is the usual course of a 
perteemeniney body proposing to alter long-estab- 
ished rules. If there 1s no objection, | would 
move that they be so referred. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Ido not apprehend that there 
is any objection to the course proposed by the 
Senator from Indiana. 

Mr. BADGER, (in his seat.) None at all. 

Mr. BERRIEN. And yet! must say I cannot 
perceive the difficulties he mentions; the first of 
which is, that after a subject has been debated, 
and members are desirous of recording their opin- 
ions upon that subject, they may be defeated by 
the withdrawal of the motion. The answer is, 
that they may restore to themselves the right, by 
a renewal of it, with a statement of the motives 
which induce. the renewal, if they desire to vote 
against it. With respect to the fact that this isa 
part of a system that our rules constitute, the Sen- 
ator will recollect the provision of the parliament- 
ary law. This proposes to make a rule. But, in 
accordance with his suggestion, [ hope the Sena- 
tor from North Carolina will not object to the wish 
expressed to refer his resolution to a select com- 
mittee. 

Mr. BADGER. Certainly, Mr. President, I 
am the last member of the Senate who would de- 
sire any rule to be adopted without full consulta- 
tion, or anything done to mar the symmetry of 
that system which our rules present, and to which 
the honorable Senator from Indiana has referred. 

The motion to refer to a select committee was 
agreed to. ; 

Mr. BADGER. I move that the committee be 
appointed by the Chair. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Chair ap- 

pointed Messrs. Bapeer, Bricut, and Davis of 
Manmdameeinn 


ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. BADGER. If there is no business at pres- 
ent before the Senate, I would inquire if any Sen- 
ator has any objection to an adjournment over to- 
morrow? [No opposition was expressed.] Then 
I move that when the Senate adjourns to-day, !t 
adjourn to Friday next. 

Mr. WALKER. I move to amend the propo- 
sition by striking out Friday and inserting Thurs- 
day. . 

The PRESIDENT. ‘The question will be 
taken on the longest time. . ; 

Mr. GWIN. I believe there is a special order 
for Thursday next, and I would inquire what po- 
sition it would be placed in by an adjournment? 

The PRESID . It would be simply post- 


rd to the rule proposed to beadded: | poned, and would retain its place as a special 
It is ree to put it in a few words, that a | 


order. 
Mr. WALKER. In view of the various spe 
cial orders which we have made, I think we had 
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better sit on Thursday. Everybody knows that 
if we adjourn over to Friday it will be equivalent 
to an adjournment to Monday, but if we sit on 
Thursday we may also sit on Friday; and I beg 
of the Senator from North Carolina, who, with 
the aid of the Senator from Kentucky, effected an 


adjournment on Thursday last, to allow the Sen- | 


ate to act upon the pending special orders. 

Mr. BADGER. I assure the Senator from 
Wisconsin that the Senate and the whole Ameri- 
can people are aware of his extreme anxiety to sit 
here and do business; but I also assure the Sena- 
tor that to sit here on Thursday will not be to do 
business. 

Mr. WALKER. Give your reasons. 

Mr. BADGER. It is not necessary to do so. 
{ need only remind the Senator that the Senate has 
tried the experiment. The Senate sat last Thurs- 
day, and it was then found that there was not a 
single subject upon which the Senate was ready 
to proceed. If we meet on Thursday, we shall 
come here and do nothing; and I think we may 
as well stay at home and do something, rather 
than come here and do nothing. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the motion 
as amended was adopted. 


LICENSES OF VESSCLS. 


The following resolution submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Davis, of Massachusetis, was taken up | 


and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of amending the 


provisions of the law in relation to granting registers, en- |, 


rollments, and licenses to vesseis. 


THE COAST SURVEY. 


Mr. BERRIEN. Mr. President, is there any 


business before the Senate? 

The PRESIDENT. There is a resolution on 
the table. 

Mr. BENTON. There isa resolution of form, 
which I trust the gentleman will suffer to pass. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Certainly. 

The Senate then proceeded to consider the fol- 
lowing resolution, submitted yesterday by Mr. 
3ENTON: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
report to*the Senate what advantages to the public service | 


would be derived trom transferring the survey of the coast 
from the Treasury to the Navy Department, and what ad- 
ditional legislation, if any, would be necessary. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I have some doubt 


of the propriety of adopting that resolution. ‘The || 


report of the Secretary of the Navy has been re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. The 
subject is therefore before thatcommittee. If they 


desire information on the point, it is their duty to | 
call on the Secretary for the information which | 
they may require. Hence I can see no necessity | 


for this resolution. But if it be desired to bring 
forth a report to be laid before the Senate and the 
public, I shall then offer an amendment to the res- 


olution, calling upon the Secretary -of the Treas- | 


ury to communicate to us his reasons why the 
work should not be transferred from the Treasury 


Department, now having charge of it. We learn | 
from his report that he does not wish the transfer || 


to be made. I hope this resolution was offered 


by the Senator from Missouri without his recol- 
lecting that the matter was already before the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. However, if he presses | 
the resolution, I shall offer the amendment I have | 


indicated. 


Mr. CASS. I have had some knowledge of | 
this subject. I do not think it very important to 
what department the coast survey should be at- 
tached. In my opinion, it ought to be intrusted 
to a board of scientific men of the Armyand Navy, 
who should superintend the whole matter. The | 
sooner we come to that the better. Now no man | 
is responsible but the Superintendent. The sur- 
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under the direction of the Navy Department. (The | 
resolution merely calls upon him to give us’ the 
reasons for that recommendation. ‘The Secretary 
of the Treasury, in his report, has made an argu- 
ment on the other side of the question, 

Mr. President, | moved this transfer a year or 
two ago, but without much hope of success then. 
When I came here first, and was accustomed to 
learn wisdom from the lips of wise men, I made 

| some movement towards a reform, as I deemed it 
to be. Mr. Macon, of North Carolina, told me 
| that a member of Congress could never effect any 
reform in what concerned a Department, unless 
| the Department or the Administration went with 
him. have found that out, and have seen it illus- 
| trated for thirty years. Now, I find that the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, from the State to which Mr. 
Macon belonged, has recommended this work to 
| be hereafter done by our Navy, and under the di- 
| rection of our naval officers. I am glad to see it. 
It revives my hopes. And, as the Secretary did 
not give the reasons which induced him to make 
that recommendation, | wish him to have an op- 
portunity of doing so. 

The Senator from Michigan wishes to have this 
matter under the charge of a scientific board. | 
| will state that the Government which, of all Gov- 

ernments in the world, has had more coast sur- 
| veyed than any other—I speak of the Government 
of Great Britain, which, besides surveying the 
coasts of all its own possessions in the four quar- 
ters of the globe, surveys the coasts of all countries 
with which it has commerce or is at war—has it 
done by the Navy, and the Navy alone—by that 
| branch of the service called ‘‘ ordnance and hy- 
drography.’’ The surveys there have been pur- 
sued by Rear Admiral Beaufort for twenty-one 
years.. For twenty-one years by one man! And 
if any gentleman will take the trouble to look at 
| the examination which he underwent before acom- 
mittee of the House of Commons about a year 
ago, he will see that he understands his work, and 
that those who interrogated him understood the 
business also, and that the coast survey in Great | 
Britain is carried on skillfully enough for their 
| thousand ships of war and their twenty thousand 
merchant vessels, and all by their own officers. 

Iam not willing to admit that the British naval 
| officers can do what American naval officers cannot 
do, or that they cannot do what British naval offi- 

|| cers can do. [ cannot admitit. The issue isnow 
fairly made up in the public mind in regard to the 
| competency of our uaval officers to do this work. 
|| That issue is presented here in the face of the fact 
|| that wherever a naval officer is employed on the 
work, his work is celebrated by the head of the 
whole coast survey. Why, it was but the other 
|| day we read in all the newspapers here of the sur- 
|| vey of the coast of California by Lieut. McArthur. 
| He is anaval officer. He has done the work, and 
| the newspapers contain commendation, just and 
proper commendation, of him ” the Superintend- 
|| ent of the Coast Survey. And yet, in the face of 
|| this, the American people are to be told that the | 
naval officers cannot do this work, but must be 
yut under a civil superintendent. Notwithstand- 
| ing the fact that the British Navy does this work, 
the American Navy are to stand before the country 
1 as incompetent to do it. I do not admit that they | 
| are incompetent. | want to see what the Secretary 
of the Navy may say upon that as well as upon 
|| other points. 
I know how rem the feelings of officers of the 


| which is the best plan to be adopted; whether it 
would be better to give this work to officers of the 
Navy or officers of the Army, or to a commission, 
as itis now. Ido not think that is the question 
presented. We have adopted a different system. 
t has been going on for years, and a great deal of 
the work proposed has been accomplished. The 
question is not now whether we shall adopt this 
system or not, or whether the work, which has 
been in a great degree accomplished, and accom- 
plished not only to the satisfaction of the whole 
country, | believe, but to the world at large, is the 
wisest, but whether now, in the midst of the work, 
we shall set it aside, and adopt another course. 
The question is, shall we take this work, which is 
now going on to the satisfaction of ev erybody, and 
change the policy altogether, I do not see the 
necessity for it. ‘The Senate and Congress did not 
perceive the necessity for it when the question was 
elaborately argued before. 

But the gentleman says we ought to call on the 
Secretary of the Navy for his news onthe subject 
I think, if the Secretary of the Navy had any 
views of importance to communicate, it was his 
duty to do it in his annual report. If he has not 
done so, it strikes me that it is pretty strong pre- 
sumption thathe did not think the interests of the 
country required it, or the honor of his department 
was so much involved that he felt it necessary to 
come before Congress and vindieate it, and con- 
tend that its clams had been neglected in this 
matter of the coast survey. 

Besides, although! do not pretend to have the 
information myself to enable me to discuss this 
matter fully, yet I recollect some of the arguments 
used before, because it was my duty to vote on it. 
And I recollect one of the grounds why it was 
urged this work should not be given to the Nary, 
was, that these surveys were not of a nature 
to be done entirely by officers of the Navy, for 
portion of the survey, anda very considerable por- 
tion, too, was to be done on land, and officers of 
the Army might therefore feel themselves just as 
much neglected because it was not given to them 
as officers of the Navy. I therefore can see no ne- 
cessity for entering upon a new system—discard- 
ing the old one and commencing anew. If the 
work is not well done, if the officers have failed 
in their duty, let us have an investigation. But I 
have.never heard sucha complaint made. On the 
contrary, I believe the course of the Government 
has been approved, and the work is going on well. 
At this very time an important branch of the work 
is being prosecuted in which my State (Louisiana) 
is interested. [| mean that part of the coast em 
braced in the delta of the Mississippi. I have no 
notion myself, and I hope Congress has no idea 
that this work, which is of 80 much importance, 

‘and which is now going on so well,'shall be 
stopped, and that we shall thrust our hands into 
this matter, which we have no business to inter- 
fere with at this particular time, and interrupt it. 
I hope, therefore, the resolution will not be adopted. 
There is no necessity for it. We have no time for 
itnow. There is no reason for it. I know it is 
not customary to object toan inquiry of this kind, 
but the gentleman who proposes it has so clearly 
indicated his object, that we may just as well come 
to a conclusion now. When the matter properly 
comes up on the general any bill, we 
shall have it debated at length again, and the Sen- 
ate will come to the same result that they have 

| heretofore. The honorable Senator from Mis- 

Navy are grated by having it intimated before the | souri, | apprehend, will find himself almost alone 

public and the Congress of the United States that | in regard to this question, as he did a few years 
they are incompetent for this work. But it is their | ago. I hope the resolution will be — 
business to submit and carry out the policy of the Mr.‘HAMLIN. It seems tg me that a wron 

Government, whatever it may be. There will be, | issue has been presented to the Senate. . I shoul 

however, a time for this whole subject to come up. || regret very much indeed if I believed that any 

At present the question is merely on allowing the || Senator entertained the opinion that eitherthe Army 


vey of the coast should be intrusted to a scientific | Secretary of the Navy to have an opportunity of | or Navy officers were not fully competent to dis- 


who should have the entire control of it. 
head of one of the Departments cannot be ex 


board, who should be responsible for all its — || reporting his reasons for the recommendation which 
he 
ted 


to enter into these scientific facts. This board 


should be responsible to one of the Departments, |, up. It has been up here before. It has been de- 
of course, but this matter should be entirely under 
their control. Ido not think it very important to | though more extensively, before. -The Senate de- || 
which Department the coast survey should be at- || liberately came to a determination on it, and I see 


tached. 


Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, I expected this | 
resolution to pass as a matter of course. The > 
Secretary of the Navy has recommended in his |; been beaten and hatamered until it is worn out, 
annual report that the coast survey should be put | and decided long ago. I do not pretend to say || judgment, entirely unnecessary to present an issue 


charge the several duties devolving upon them by 

this service. If these surveys were made up en- 

tirely of Army or Navy officers, I should have con- 
| fidence that the service would be ably performed 
by them. But the service is of that character 
which seems to render it both proper and necessary 
that it should be composed of both Army and Navy 
officers as it is; ey have learned from no source 
where the surveys have been performed by each 
grade of officers that the work has not been amply 
and fully performed to the satisfaction of all per- 
sons in the community. It is, therefore, in my 


he has made in his annual report. 
Mr. DOWNS. I shall vote against this reso- | 
lution, because I do not want the subject to come 


| bated in extenso. 


he same arguments were used, 


no reason why, at this short session, when so || 
much is to be done, and there is so little time to | 
do it in, we should take up that subject, which has 
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here whether Army or Navy officers are better com- 

etent to discharge this service. I have full con- 
idence in the officers in each branch of service. 
Each of them, either of them, or both combined, I 
have no doubt will, as they have ever done, con- 
unue to perform that service both thoroughly and 
to the complete satisfaction of the country. 

I think there is an objection to this resolution 
which is different from that which appertains to a 
resolution of simple inquiry. The Senator from 
Missour: (Mr. Benton} remarks that the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury has made an argument in fa- 
vor of the present disposition of that service. I 
do not so understand it, or regard it as an argu- 
ment. It embraces certain facts, and you may 
draw an intimation of his opinions from the facts 
stated. It seems to me, if we are to call upon the 
Secretary of the Navy, or upon any other of the 


i} 
4 


Departments, that call should be for certain facts, | 


#o as to allow us to draw our opinions from the 
facts which they may present. If this resolution 
is to be pressed, and if it is to recéive the favora- 


ble consideration of the Senate, it seems to me | 
that it would be proper there should also be added | 
to it an additional call, as to what number of Navy | 
officers could be spared from the naval service | 


proper, 

Mr. BENTON,. They can all be spared. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The Senator from Missouri 
says we can spare them all. Now, I am advised 
that demands upon the Department for naval offi- 
cers for this service, as it npw exists, have been 
refused within the last twelve months. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Within the last 
twelve weeks. 


Mr. HAMLIN. Within the last twelve weeks, | 


the Senator from Mississippi says. I think it 
would be much more proper to shape the resolu- 
tion so aa to call for facts, and allow Senators to 
judge upon those facts. Certain 1 am, if the reso- 
ation is Lo passin its present form, I shall vote for 
the amendment which has been suggested by the 
Senator from Mississippi. And if we are to have 
arguments from the heads of the Departments, let 
us have them pro and con. Let us have the argu- 
ment of the Secretary of the Treasury as well as 
that of the Secretary of the Navy. Butit seems to 
me that it isa novel proceeding to call upon the 
head of any Department for an argument in favor 
of hie own views. I am not aware that it has been 
the course of proceeding; it may be so. I am will- 


ing always to vote for any resolution of inquiry, | 


or any resolution that may elicit facts upon which 
we may act understandingly. But 1 do not think 
that it is desirable or expedient to call upon the 
head of any Department for an argument in any 
case. 
of the service as it is at present organized, I shall 
vote with the Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. 
Downs,] and keep the service as it is, undisturbed. 
With that view IT am disposed to vote against the 
resoluuon in its present form, and if it be pressed, 


And believing, as I do, in the competency | 


to vote for the amendment which the Senator trom | 


Mississippi has intimated he will present. 
Mr. BADGER. I know nothing of the present- 


ation of this resolution, nor did | know what it | 
contained, until it was read this morning; but it | 


seems to me that gentlemen have not been exactly 
discussing the question which is presented for the 
consideration of the Senate. The Secretary of the 
Navy, in his annual report, has recommended that 


a certain change be made in the control of the coast | 


survey. ‘This resolution proposes to ask the Sec- 
retary, or to direct the Secretary, to give us his 
reasons for the proposed change. It seems to me 
that gentiemen look upon it as a declaration or inti- 
mation thatthe Senate entertain the opinion which 
the Secretary has expressed. I do not so under- 
stand it. 

Gentlemen say we have already adopted a sys- 
vem. Having adopted it, I wili say, for one, that 
there must be very satisfactory reasons assigned 
hefore | would vote to change it. But I am not 
at all indisposed to weigh and deside upon the rea- 
sons that may be offered for the proposed change. 
I do not, although other gentlemen may, under- 
stand this subject with such fullness of informa- 
tion, such exact and clear comprehension of all 
st% parts, ae not oniy to perceive the excellence of 
she present system, but also to know beforehand 
ite superiority over any other which has yet been 
presented and considered, and the reasons for it 
put, 


I cannot understand why the Senate should re- | 
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| words, ‘*as recommended in his annual report, | 


e this system. But in voting 
for this resolution 1 
intimating in the slightest degree that I concwr in 
the opinion which the Secretary has expressed in 
his report. I only express this, that I am willing 
to hear those reasons, because I am not already 


possessed of that exact and comprehensive inform- 


| ation which enables me to determine beforehand 
|| that no good reason can be given for a chan 


ce of 
this system. It has been said that this subject 
has been heretofore debated, ‘That is true; and I 
voted against the same proposition, made by the 
honorable Senator from Missouri, which had ref- 
erence to a change, because | was not satisfied that 
a change ought to be made. But | am willing atall 
times to hear the reasons that may be assigned for 
the change; and the very moment I am satisfied that 
the public utility will be promoted by making the 


change, I am willing to vote for it. I hold myself || 
And | know | 


open to conviction on that point. 
nothing which connects itself with the coast sur- 
vey which makes that an exception to the rule of 
other legislative or administrative bodies; that is, 
that it is possible a change may be made for the 
better. 

I am glad this resolution has been offered. 
Naval Committee have taken this subject up in the 


course of their appropriate duties, and we never | 


imagined that there was any objection in the 
world, or any committal to any course of policy, 
by directing our chairman to write to the Secre- 
tary of the Navy for the reasons for a recommend- 
ation he may make. I confess, however, that I 
greatly prefer that such a call should be made by 
the Senate than by a committee. 

This is not a call upon the Secretary of the Navy 
for an argument, or for a speech. The resolution 
merely calls for his reasons—for a statement of 
facts, the exhibition of the case from which he 
draws the conclusion that the public good will be 
advanced by our making thischange. If he makes 
out the case, I am willing to vote for the proposed 
change. But if he does not make out the case, | 
shall vote against changing the present system. 
Until the contrary is proven, I shall presume, and 
resume strongly, that the present system is right. 
| shall vote for the resolution of the Senator from 
Missouri, but that does not commit me to consider 
the reasons for the proposed change satisfactory. 

Having said thus much, 1 would merely suggest 
to the Senator from Missouri that, in order that it 
may be shown that the Senate makes this call on 
account of the recommendation contained in the 
report of the Secretary of the Navy, it would be 
better to insert after the word ‘* Department ”’ the 


accompanying the President’s annual message.’’ 
Mr. BENTON. I accept that arsendment. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I differ with the 
Senator from North Carolina, who last addressed 
the Chair, in thinking it better to make such a call 
by the Senate than by a committee. We refer 
these subjects to committees for the purpose of an 
examination by them. They are directly in cor- 


respondence with the Departments. and it is a | 


much more simple mode of reaching the opinion 
of the Secretary. He does not necessarily throw 
all his opinions before the public; and in every 
respect l 

the call from the committee. Therefore, at the 
beginning of this debate I referred to the fact that 
the subject had been referred to a committee, and 
that the committee would call for the information 


| which they required. The Secretary who made 


the report to us, and whom it is proposed to call 
upon for the reasons of the suggestion made by 
hm, had been in the Department but a short time 


when the report was made; certainly he had not — 


had time to examine the subject as fully as many 
on this floor, and I hope from his discretion and 
candor that, upon a further investigation, he will 
retract the opinion contained in his report, and 
will acknowledge that the survey is better under 
the present organization than it would be if it 
were transferred to his Department. 

The idea thrown out by the Senator from 
Michigan is much more acceptable to my mind 
than that of the Senator from Missouri. The 
proposition to form a board composed of scientific 
offieers of the Army and Navy, eontains man 


| recommendations which a simple transfer of this 
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fuse to call upon this Executive officer for the rea- 
sons why he has ventured to make a recommenda- | 
, tion to us te chang 
do not understand myself as | 


The || 


think it is altogether preferable to have | 


survey to the Navy Department does not contain; |, 
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but it contains, also, fatal objections. In the firs: 
place, a board thus organized would be composed 
of rival elements constantly struggling against 
each other. The board would have no harmony 
| of organization, no harmony of execution. And 
if it should, it would be when those officers of the 
Army and Navy of which it was composed had 
become savans, lost all military feeling, all esprit 
du corps, and abandoned their professional aspi- 
rations as fully as if they had surrendered thei; 
commissions. Then you would have a scientific 
corps—a board—such an organization as poy 
exists. You would disqualify the officers for the 
service in which they are now acting, and render 
them mere savans; and, being so, you would have 
just ‘such a state of case as you have at present. 
I think, therefore, the objection is fatal. 
But the Senator from Missouri tells us that the 
coast survey of Great Britain is the work of the 
Navy alone; and he refers to the Rear Admiral, 
whose report and investigation before a committee 
of Parliament showed such great ability. Now, 
sir, the coast survey of Great Britain is a very 
| different work from, and properly not comparable 
to, our own; and if the Senator will go from the 
| report of the committee of Parliament and exam- 
| ine the charts made by the British coast survey 
and compare them with those of the United States, 
he will see they are far, very far, in our rear, 
insomuch as beauty, precision, and systematic 
execution are eonneniin: And if he wil! go and 
examine the charts made when the work of the 
| coast survey was under the charge of the Navy 
Department, I think he will find them, as com- 
| pared with those now executed, mere daubs of 
| some sign painter compared with a chef d‘euvre of 
art; incomparably inferior, And so likewise 
greatly inferior are the best charts made in Great 

| Britain. Our work under the present system is 
an honor to the country, and it has done much for 
the diffusion of science. It has at its head an 

| American who took the place of a distinguished 

| foreigner who was said to be the only rman who 
could conduct it. That American has developed 
the whole system as originally organized; he bas 
improved upon it, and advanced it, andynade it, 
I believe, the best organization of the kind in the 
world. 

It is necessary for a proper administration of 
the coast survey, composed as it is jointly of offi 
cers of the Army and Navy, that it should have a 
civil head, some one who can stand between the 
rival feelings of the two branches of the service. No 
chief could be taken advantageously from either 
branch of the service. If he were, he would be 
watched with a jealous eye by the branch to which 

| he did not belong. A civil chief, standing between 
the two, permanently attached to the work, and de 
voted to science, constitutes the very bond which 
binds together the two branches of the military 
service engaged in this work. 

But the Senator from Missouri, on this ocea 
sion, as on a former one, endeavors to make an 
issue as to the merits of the officers of the Navy 
The issue is his own. No friend of the coast 
survey has made it; no friend of the coast survey 
has ever charged any naval officer with incom 
petency to do anything which belongs to his 
profession. Under the present organization, the 
naval officers have the whole conduct of the hy- 
drographical part of the work. Topography be 
longs not tothe navy. Hydrography is now cen- 
ducted by the Navy,-and delay has recently oc- 
_curred because the Navy could not furnish officers 

to command a vessel destined for the survey on the 
coastof Texas. How, then, could that Navy take 
| charge of the land work, all the scientific investi- 
gations, all the laborious computation necessary, 
when, in fact, they are wanting in the force neces- 
sary to execute the hydrography, that part of the 
work which belongs, and is now confided to the 
Navy? The slightest examination will show that 
the Navy will not suffice. Ourcoast is a changing 
coast. The Gulfstream throws its detritus upon the 
shore from one end to the other. You require some- 
thing fixed to which the ever-varying hydrography 
of the survey may be referred asa standing pomt. 
That is the topographical survey, upon the high- 
lands along the shore. That work belongs to the 
| Army; the Navy has nothing to do with it; it has 
no proper connection with it; the Army must do 
it. Its the fixed and permanent part of the work 
upon which the hydrographical part hangs, as & 
_ waving line attached to some certain point. 
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Is it assumed that the Navy officers can do | go into the field. But what objection is there to 
this land work better than the officers of the | that? The Senator from Mississippi says that 
Army? Is it assumed that this changing hy- | officers of the Army and Navy are competent, but 
drographical survey is more valuable than the per- | you cannot get them togo into the field, for there will 
manent topographical survey made by the Army? be such a rivalry existing between them that they 
And if not, would it not be better to send to the | will not execute the work harmoniously. Ido 
Secretary of the War Department, and ask him |) not believe that will be the result, I beheve four 
whether, in his opinion, the work should not be | men can be got together, who will labor harmo- 
transferred to his Department, rather than to the | niously to carry on the work faithfully. I do not 
Department of the Navy? : believe that there will be that jealousy of which the 

If there is any issue before the people involving || Senator has spoken. These officers of the Army 
the incompetency of the Navy, L repeat it is not | can make a distribution of the work, and name 
made by the friends of the present organization of | the officers of the Army or Navy to perform ap- 
the coast survey. If itis made by the officers of || propriate portions of it; and thus you will have 
the Navy, it is not made by those with whom | the benefit of their combined experience and skill 
| have conversed, and those with whom I have | in the work, while the fact that they are from the 
conversed are such as have been most engaged on | two Departments will bea check upon each of 
the work. Some of the most scientific officers | them. Ido not think there is scarce a member of 
are engayred in that work, and | have not seen | this body who fully understands the details of 
one who said it ought to be turned over to the | this work, and I appeal to the Senator from North 
Navy, or that a naval officer was competent to take | Carolina, [Mr. Beene who is acquainted with 
charge of all the scientific labors the different | the work, from having been at the head of the 
departments of the work demanded. The gal- Navy Department, if it is not so. There is not 
lant sailor now engaged in surveying the coast | time for one Department to become familiar with 
of California is one of the warmest friends the | all the details of the work. I believe that in every 
present organization of the coast survey has. I | country in the world where a coast survey is car- 
mention him because he has been referred to. If | ried on, it is done under the direction of a board 
there are officers of the Navy whose feelings are or of the Navy. If you have a board taken from 
grated by the fact that a topographical, astronom- | these two Departments, you have a check upon 
ical, and hydrographical work is conducted by a | each, which will be a guarantee for the better per- 
joint survey of the officers of the Army and the | formance of the work. ; 
Navy and civilians, they must be those whose Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, when I offered 
alms are itching for a work which they never | that resolution I did not anticipate such a discus- 
feoapie to its present perfection—not those who |, sion upon it, especially as it is a mere resolution of 
have beef engaged in it and acquired reputa- | inquiry, calling for information. When the Sen- 
tion for what they performed; for it is a fact | ator from Georgia yielded the floor, I did suppose 
in the history of the progress of this survey, that | that the question would be taken at once upon the 
due credit has been given to every one for the | resolution. I had no idea that an inquiry from 
work which he performed. The charts show by | any Department was to be resisted, and resisted 
whom the piapeltaae are made, by whom shoals || upon the supposition that the Department called 
are discovered, and constant reports are made, | upon cannot say anything in support of a recom- 
giving every increment of information which is | mendation which it has made. Gentlemen seem 
added to the mass already possessed, and show- | to go upon the assumption that there is nothing 
ing by whom this information is added. There- | which the head of a Department can say which 
fore there is no ground of complaint, no reason | can have any influence upon the Senate. Some 
for change; and I do not see, notwithstanding the | go so far as to say that he is new in his seat, and 
argument of the Senator from North Carolina, || perhaps by this time, or in-a short time, he will 
why, when we have been examining this work || retract his errors. eae 
from year to year, we should make a call on the Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. If the reference 
Secretary of the Navy for reasons for any change || is to me, I must be permitted to say that I did not 
whatever. say so. 

Mr. CASS. I wish to say but one word upon Mr. BENTON. ‘It is to be hoped he will re- 
this subject. I have said in the outset, that to me || tract his errors.’’ The gentleman makes a dis- 
it is a matter of little consequence whe directs 
this work; because whoever is placed in charge of | Now, when any one in the Senate, from this ele- 
it can have all the scientific aid which he needs, | vated platform, shall say that he hopes he will re- 
and he must call in some such aid in order to go | tract his errors 
into the details of the work. I spoke with some 
knowledge on this subject. This work was begun 
under Mr. Jefferson’s administration. He sent to 
Europe to obtain the services of Mr. Hassler, who | take the words of the Senator. 
was believed to be a man of great scientific attain- Mr. DAVIS. 1 did not say ‘‘errors.’’ I said 
ments. It proved that his temperament did not || that the Secretary had been buta short time in his 
qualify him for the business of directing such a || office when the report was made, and I hoped he 
work. At that time the dispute was not who || would retract his opinions. 
should have the work, but who should not have Mr. BENTON. Well, we will take the word 
it. When I was in the Department, in conse- || “‘retract,’’ without saying anything further. ‘‘Re- 
quence of this peculiar temperament of Mr. Hass- || tract:’’ trom retraho, retrahere, retraxi, retractum; 
ler, we had to Sesund on him for his details, and | to draw back. That is what the word means. 
I must say, that, notwithstanding his qualifica- | [Laughter.} He hopes theSecretary of the Navy 
tions as a man of science, his temperament made || will ‘‘draw back.”’ And now, sir, when this hope 
it disagreeable to be associated with him in the | is expressed in an American Senate and goes over 
service. Now we have a superintendent who has | the country, I hope the Secretary will have an op- 
the charge of conducting the whole work; and, as || portunity of saying whether or not he feels that he 
the Senator from Mississippi has said, it is done | ought to draw back. 
in @ manner which is an honor to the country. Another Senator, who sits on my right, [Mr. 
Why not associate officers of the Army and the | Downs,} treats with infinite scorn my arguments 
Navy into a board who shall be competent, instead | of the last session; and that he has a right to do. 
of having one superintendent with the whole work | But he goes further, sir, and treats with equal 
under his sole direction? The head of any depth | scorn the answer that may come from the Secre- 
cannot understand this work sufficiently; he must | tary of the Navy; and that I do not think a Sena- 
depend on others. You have officers in the Army | tor has a right to do. The Senator, sir, may 
and Navy fully competent for this work, and I see | speak as contemptuously as he pleases of the ex- 
no reason why such a board should not have | ercises of another Senator on this floor. He may 
charge of the work, if any change is to be made. 

Mr. DAVIS, of mor ae ae That work is | tempt of the argument of another Senator upon 
now done by officers of the Army and the Navy. | this floor. And he intimates that I shall stand 














would ‘‘retraet his errors.”’ 


They are selected from these Departments of the | alone, or with few with me. Well, sir, I have. 


public service, and detailed for the work. been ‘solitary and alone,’’ and in the end I have 


Mr. CASS. What I wanted twenty years ago, | seen the whole Senate and the whole nation come 
and what [ now want, is a scientific board, to su- | around and stand by me. I stood alone against 
perintend the work; to stand between the Depart- | the Bank of the United States, and I have lived to 
ment and the execution of the work. Iam not || see it proclaimed to be an obsolete idea upon this 
speaking of the importance of having these officers || floor. Iam not afraid to stand alone, but it is 











tinction, that he hopes he will retract his errors. | 


Mr. DAVIS. I did not say that I hoped he 
Mr. BENTON. Then, what was it? I will | 


indulge his taste in speaking with scorn and con- | 
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| unfair to uagreneh the Secretary of the Navy, and 


to include him, and brand him, and stamp his 
report before it is made, as a thing of nought. 
This is a new thing in this Senate, sur; and I pro- 
test aguinst its coming into the Senate against the 
head of a Department, between whom and this 
Senate there should subsist a most decorous inter- 
course, The public service requires that there 
shall be intercourse and decorum Nakai the Sen 
ate and the heads of Departments. While, then, 
I freely surrender to the Senator from Louisiana 
the privilege of treating my arguments and opinions 
with unmeasured scorn and contempt, f deny him 
the right to do the same thing with respect to the 
opinions of the Sec retary of the Navy. 

The Senator from Maine, [Mr. Hann iN,] who 
sits upon my right, has said, ‘* if this thing is te 
be pressed.’’ Well, sir, that gentleman and my- 
self have not been acquainted very long—six or 
seven years, perhaps—but I do not think there is 
anything in our acquaintance that authorizes that 
gentleman or any other to interpose that word “if.”’ 
[Laughter.| When I make a proposition, sir, I 
propose nothing but what I think is right; and 
when it is made, I stand to it till there is a prope! 
decision upon it, or it is brought to a cn 
Having met this extraordinary opposition, such 
as there has been no parallel to in the American 
Senate, I shall ask the Senate for the yeas and 
nays before Lam done with it. I will show that 
[am in earnest. 

The Senator from Mississippi says our coast 
surveys are incomparably superior to those of 
Great Brita. Well, sir, that brings up the reali 
zation of what I have heard, but never saw. It ie¢ 
making a thing so perpendicular that it leans over; 
for the British coast surveys are made with mathe 
matical accuracy. I want to know what must be 
the character of those, then, that are made with 
more than mathematical accuracy? The British 
surveys are mathematically correct, and ours are 
more so. I should like to have him give us an 
idea of a perpendicularity which is more than per- 
pendicular—which leans over. 

Mr. President, there was once a word, accus 
tomed to be pronounced in this Chamber and in 
the other ae of this Capitol, which was a very 
respectable word im its day. It was the word 
**economy.”’ And if we cannot begin now to 
think about economy, I take it we shall soon be in 
a condition in which we shall be forced to think, 
as we were in 1841. Whatdoes this coast survey 
cost us under the civil superintendent? It has cost 
us $406,000 this year, and $460,000 are asked for 
thenext. Now, ifthe Navy, which costs us about 
seven or eight millions of dollars per annum, can 
do this work well enough to save the ships which 
they themselves navigate, here is economy, a sav- 
ing of some three orfour hundred thousand dollars 
per annum atonce. Is it not worthy of consider- 
ation atany ume to know how we can save such an 
amount as this for our country? Is it not worthy 
of consideration at any time, and especially at this 
tume, when we are going to the edge of a precipice 
in our financial affairs ? 

I present this question under the double aspect, 
of a question between the Navy and a civil super- 
hetantienh and as involving the incompetency of 
the Navy, and if the Senator from Mississippi was 
not understood when he 4 to some words by 
me the other day, when | was speaking on the 
subject of the Louisville and Portland canal, I will 
accept from him whatever he says he meant by the 
words he then uttered. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Always meaning 
that the Navy are not incompetent in any branch 
appropriate to their profession, | think they are 
incompetent to sail to the summit of the Sierra 
Nevada mountain; and I see no reason why they 
should be made to abandon their element and learn 
to perform the duty which belongs properly to the 
land service, and which a sailor is not presumed to 
know. That isthe incompetency of which I spoke. 

Mr. BENTON. Well, I grant it would be some 
work to sail one of their ships to the summit of the 
Sierra Nevada mountains, twelve thousand feet 
high; and I take it, sir, it is a new idea in the coast 
survey that a chart is to represent to you a moun- 
tain one hundred and fifty miles in. the interior, 
and twelve thousand feet high. I had always un- 
derstood thai the chart was to apply to the coast; 
that it gave the land and water contiguous, and 
gave as much land as was necessary to understand 
the approaches to the land, 
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By the act under which we are now operating the 
direction is to ascertain the shoals and the islands 
which are within twenty leagues of the coast, and | 
to ascertain the headlands, soundings, bearings, | 
capes, and points. I po gegre that a chart con- 
sists of an exhibition of the land and water that 
join an exhibition of the coast, and that there is no 
necessity for going into the interior of the country 
in making out a chart. But here we are, Mr. 


President, involved in a question of the re 
ucting | 


ity of one department over another in conc 
this business. Sir, it is precisely the question 
that we want to get at. Nor is it absolutely ne- 
cessary to run the parallel of superiority. “The 
question is, can the Navy do the work well enough 
for the business and commerce of the country, 
and the Navy of the country? That is the ques- 





tion, sir; ean they do it well enouch; and if they | 


can do it well enough, I hold that they should be || 


put upon it, 
Sir, what does our Navy cost us now? Seven 
or eight million dollars perannum. What is their 


employment? We know that when we began our | 


Navy there were pirates in the Mediterranean sea, 
that barbarous nations lined the shores with pi- 
ratical hordes. and we sent small vessels—never 
larger than a frigate—to protect the property and 
yversons of our citizens. Even then, when the 

{editerranean sea was lined with piratical nations, 
and when eaptivity was the fate of all who were 
taken by them, or the blunderbuss was the only 
alternative, even then we had nothing but some 
small vessels, and they were found sufficient for 
the purpose. Now the commerce of the Mediter- 


ranean is as safe as that of the Chesapeake bay, | 


and that of the whole Sana of the Black sea 
is as safe as that of the Potomac river. There 
was a time when there were pirates in the West 


India Islands, and we sent our vessels to protect | 


our commerce, and now there are no more pirates 
there, than there are in the District of Columbia. 
We have a location less exposed upon our coast 
than if we were living upon an island like that of 


*| penditure. 


Great Britain, and were liable toa Norman descent, | 


or a Spanish armada, Our Navy has grown to be 
large, and the people are beginning to inquire what 
are the uses to which itis applied? Where is it 
necessary to go now to protect our commerce and 


has become large, is costing about seven or eight 
millions of dollars annually. Here is a piece of 
work for the Navy todo, the appropriate business 
of the Navy; and are we to have that work done by 
others at an expense of four hundred thousand 
dollars per annum ? 

Sir, this is A question to go before the country, 
and it is a question which wil! concern the Navy. 
For if, after paying seven or eight millions of dol- 
lars to keep up the Navy, in order to protect our 
commerce, which needs no protection, we then 
have to hire men at the rate of four or five hun- 
dred thousand dollars per annum to do their work, 
it is time for us to consider. But I do not admit 
it; I stand up for the Navy; I stand up for our 
Navy officers; and I declare my confidence in their 
entire capacity to do whatever is necessary to be 
done in carrying on the coast survey. The fact 
is, they are doing it now, us I have just said, so 
far as they are employed to do it; and my argu- 
ment is, that they should be employed to do the 
whole, and that thus some four or five hundred 
thousand dollars would be saved annually that is 
now paid to another establishment, which has 


grown up almost to the power and influence of a | 


department. Task for the yeas and nays on the 
adoption of the resolution. 

The yens and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, 
ihe Senator winds in a circle with his argament. 
He begins by making an issue which nobody has 
accepted; but he locates on a class of persons 
and saya it is theirs, 
should come in and find him in the middle of his 
speech, would suppose he had offered a resolu- 
tion of inquiry, and great opposition had been 


A plain-dealing man, who | 


i 


| of them now. 











him into a defensive attitude. And this he calls 
an extraordinary proceeding. Itis extraordinary, 
sir, if a Senator can offer a resolution and make a 


| vehement speech on it, and nobody can reply. 


But enough of this for the present. 


This controversy is one of the Senator’s own |! 


seeking. I answered some of his arguments in 
the first place, and I propose to answer some more 
He cries aloud for economy, and 
says that $400,000 are paid for people to do the 


work of the Navy. Can he not conceive that 


|| topography is not the proper department of the 


| Navy—that the survey of the shore, the running 


of lines perhaps as far interior as one hundred and 
fifty miles from the coast, may be the proper basis 
of an accurate survey of the coast itself? It re- 
quires but very little exploration in the scientific 
labors of the coast survey to understand all this. 
The Senator knows it well. Why, then, will he 
not be answered ? 
What is the work of the Navy? Shall I state 
again, as I have stated so often, that it is the hy- 
drographical part of the survey. ‘The Navy can- 
not perform every part of the work. Is it any 
portion of the work of the Navy to compute scien- 
tific problems in land surveys? Would an officer 
of the Navy be advanced in his profession by 


| such attainments, or would he not become a mere 


savant and so far cease to be a sailor? Go to any 
practical officer of the Navy and ask him the ques- 
tion, and he will answer you affirmatively, and | 


, tell you that he wants no officer of the Navy con- | 


verted into a mere savant by being cloistered in || 


scientific pursuits. 


But as to this argumentofeconomy. How isthe | 


| Senator going to save this expenditure of $400,000? 


they will be wholly unsuited for the work? Does 


|| class of vessels that is now require 
to defend it from pirates? Our naval establishment | 
| protection of commerce, would not be applicable | 

' to this work? 


He will certainly recollect that this great increase | 
of expenditure arises from the survey of the coast 
of California. Why, then, does he dwell on this 
augmentation.of expenditure? He cannot certain- 
ly have forgotteu the cause of this increase of ex- | 
He speaks of ships of war no longer 
necessary for the protection of commerce. Does 
he believe those ships can be made available for 
the wants of the survey? Does he not know that 


he not know that the Navy wouid require the same 
for the sur- 
vey, and that their vessels, if withdrawn from the 


Then the additional expenditure, 
so far as any would exist, if this survey was 


| under the administration of the Navy Department, 


| neers just as you now employ them for your sur- 
| vey of the interior, upon which the survey of the 
'| coast should rest. 


would be for exactly the same labor which is now 
performed. 
You would have to employ topographical engi- 


Your topography would have 
to be done then exactly as itisnow. The hydrog- 
raphy would be then done by the Navy, as it 1s 
now. The engraving and printing would be done 


'thenasnow. What would be gained? You would | 


‘from a rival Department. 


could do topography cheaper than soldiers? No 


| civilians, regularly and constantly employed, could | 


_ branches of the military service. 


gratuitously made to it on the part of other Sen- || 


ators, 
Now, the Senator will recollect that what I said 
when I addressed the Chair and the Senate was in 


— to the Senator from Missouri, from notes 
taken while he spoke. 


It was a brief reply toa | 


long address. And yet, from the remarks of the |, 
Senator from Missouri, one would infer that I had || 


sprung this debate on this resolution, and forced 


transfer the coast survey from the Treasury De- 
partment, which stands neutral between the Army || 


and Navy, to another Department, to draw the 
means of prosecuting the work, to some extent, 
This might generate 
a bad feeling, which does not now exist among 
the operatives of the coast survey. But how 
would you diminish the expense? Does any man | 
believe that you can turn the Army or Navy into a 
work which is not professional, and reduce the 
expense of the work below what it would be if 
civilians or professional men executed it? Does 
any man believe he could send soldiers to execute 
hydrography cheaper than sailors, or that sailors 


man believes it who has any information on the | 
subject. Men diverted from their professional 
pursuits to do a work would be more expensive | 
than others. There is more reason to believe that 


now be hired to do the work cheaper than both | 

Economy is the argument, but it falls to the 
ground, has no real foundation, cannot stand | 
alone. The present organization is valuable as a 
school for our young sailors and soldiers, and as | 
a field of exercise for our older officers in the | 
branches of science appertaining to their profes- | 
sion. ‘They are now the chiefs of parties, and 
due merit is given to the soldier for what he does 
on the land, and to the sailor for what he does on | 


Deo. $1, 


the water. It is not right to transfer the land ser- 
vice to the Navy, or the water service to the Army, 
The survey stands now in a neutral department 
between the two. I hope and believe it will re- 
main so. 

I waive all the Senator’s attempts to ridicule and 
jest. Lleave that with him. But tell him that 
when he attempts to make me say that our charis 
are delineated with more than mathematical acey- 
racy, he puts in my mouth what he knew I never 
uttered. He knew that | never entertained such ay 
idea—that [ understood that nothing could be more 
accurate than abstract mathematics. No member 
of the Senate knows better than himself what a 
mapis. He can understand that soundings may be 

laid off with mathematical accuracy, and yet pre- 
sent but a poor chart—a mean map. Let him go 
to the old charts that were made by our own coast 
survey, when it was in charge of the Navy De- 
| partment, and he will find lines of sounding there 
which no one can understand. No doubt the 
soundings were all properly made and correctly 











| laid down, but yet they are utterly worthless, be- 
|| cause they would notlead a vessel to a safe harbor 


by showing a channel of sufficient depth of water, 

‘The Senator did not meet my argument fairly, 

He knew that was not my proposition. He knew 
| full well that a chart might have mathematical ac- 
| curacy, and yet be absolutely worthless. 

Now, 1 donot mean to say—and I would not deem 
it necessary under ordinary circumstances thus to 
guard every uttered opinion—that the British charts 
are worthless, no more than that I meant to say 
the soundings were not mathematically accurate. 

' I say they are greatly inferior to our own. If the 
| Senator will compare one of our recent charts with 
| the best he can get from the British Ordnance De- 
partment, he will find the difference between them. 
And I know his judgment to be too good to doubt 
what his decision will be. I said nothing about 
anything being more accurate than mathematics, 
| or anything being so perpendicular that it leaned 
over. 
Mr. BENTON. I take that back. 
Mr. DAVIS. 1 am glad the Senator does take 
it back, for such an argument, intended to reach a 
| grave subject, I will not say was unworthy of the 
occasion—I thought it unworthy of him. 
| But the Senator proposes to save $400,000. Be 
it remembered always that this increase has re- 
sulted from the survey of the coast of California, 
and the extraordinary price of labor on that coast. 
| He thinks this sum will be saved by turning the 
coast survey over to the Navy. In the name of 
common sense, how? Could you dispense with 
the steam vessels you now use? Could you dis- 
pense with the draughtsmen you now employ? 
Could you dispense with the clerks you now hire? 
| Could you dispense with the topographical corps 
you now have? Could you agente with the 
delicate and expensive instruments you use in 
your main triangulations? What could you dis- 
pense with? Then how would you save $400,000, 


| or $200,000, or $240,000, which was formerly re- 


quired for the work? 

You can only save it by abandoning the work. 
| And when the Senator thinks proper to return to 
the old system of mere nautical charts, then I have 
only to say we have such charts made by our 
Navy, re the Spanish, and by the British Navy. 
We would satisfy none of the demands of commerce 
by making them. We can thus make no better 
| hydrographical chart than the Spaniards made of 
the Gulf of Mexico. And unless we intend to 
make an accurate geodetic survey, upon which the 
hydrographical survey shall rest, we will do noth- 
ing that 1s worth the expenditure, either on the 
Atlantic or the Gulf coast. That is the a 
which Mr. Jefferson had in view when he brought 
Mr. Hassler to this country; and, with great re- 
spect to the Senator from Michigan, I must con- 

sider him a very valuable acquisition to the United 
| States. I know of his bad temper—that bad tem- 
| per which made every department anxious then to 
| get rid of the work of which he was the head, but 
| which now, in its maturity and — organiza- 
_ tion, Departments are grappling for. But e was 
/a man possessed of that science which was re- 
— for the work, and probably the only men in 
the country who was capable of undertaking it. 
_ Mr. Jefferson, with his usual wisdom and fore- 

sight, brought him to this country, where he laid 

the foundation of this great work. Though but 
| little was effected in his time, he commenced a 
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much to the benefit and honor of the country, It 
is now rapidly going en under a system which I |) 
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intend to do so. I stated the reasons why I could | 
not concur with the Senator. It is the first time 
I have been informed that the reasons against the | 


= 


But I 


| word being said ip any side whatever. 


| have been one with bringing on this debate, 


| and I actually 


gan to mistrust myself and to 


jo not believe can be improved by transferring || opinions of any Senator may not be given by }| doubt what I haddone. AsI was notable to trust 


the work from one Department to another. 
not believe you can improve the present system of | 
topographical and hydrographical survey, resting 


on each other. Why, then, transfer the work? Is || 
the object to change the head of the coast survey? || 


Then go and find a man of more science at home || tion or canoe of any opinions that might 


i 


or abroad; find a man of purer character, of sim- 
pler habits, and more beloved by all under his au- | 
thority. Find thatman before youattempttochange | 
the character of the work as the mode by which to | 
displace the Superintendent. If such be not the pur- | 
jose, | know of no real purpose why this transfer | 
should be made. If the character of the work is to | 
remain the same; if itis to be conducted as now; 
if itis to bea joint work of the Army, of the Navy, | 
and of civilians, why, then, I ask, transfer it from 
one Department to another, and, least of all, wh 
transfer it from the Treasury Department, aad 
ing neutral between the Army and Navy, and throw 
it into the Navy, and make that collision between 
the two branches of the military service which we | 
seek to avoid? 

| stated before, I believe, that the civil part of 
this organization is the permanent part, or ne- | 
cessary to maintain the work. And I would say 
a word to my friend from Michigan, as it bears 
directly on his proposition. Suppose he had a 
board of officers selected from the Army and Navy 
of the highest attainments: Ifa war should break | 
out, would those officers be worthy to wear their 
uniform if they did not belt on their swords and | 
hasten to the scene of action? If you had sucha 
board, would they not, in the event of a war, claim 
the right to exercise their commissions at the 
head of their commands, or on the decks of their 
vessels ? 

The civil part of this organization is the per- 
manent part of it; itis that which remains through 
war, ae it is the nucleus upon which the Army | 
and Navy portion of the work aggregate them- 
selves at the return of peace. This is one of the | 
great benefits of the present organization, and 
which I consider essential to the further prosecu- 
tion of the work. We encountered the d 
to which I have referred during the late war with 
Mexico. The officers of the Army, nearly all of | 
them, left the work. If there had been a mari- 
time war, the officers of the Navy would certainly 
have done the same thing. e may encounter 
the same difficulty again, and would encounter it 
with any selenite board of officers, unless they 
lost the character of sailors and soldiers and be- 
came mere savans. 

Mr. DOWNS. Mr. President, I think there 
can be no stronger proof of the want of merit in 
this resolution than the fact that the Senator who 
introduces it has not sustained it on its own mer- 
its, but has stepped out of his way to attack those | 
who opposed it. I therefore take it for granted 
that it has no merit; that it has no reason in its 
favor; for no gentleman can marshal and better 
enforce reasons in favor of a measure than the 
honorable Senator from Missouri. But, as he 


| 


does not choose to do it here, it is a pretty strong | 


roof that there is no merit in the resolution. 
he Senator from Missouri seems exceedingly 


anxious to make issues on this matter in different 
forms. 


that there is some opposition to the Navy. He 
appears to think that those who oppose this reso- 
lution have some hostile intentions against the 
Secretary of the Navy. He seems to intimate this 
of me. I never thought of such a thing. Noth- 
ing in my words justified such a conclusion. | 
have the honor of an acquaintance, though slight, 
with the Secretary of the Navy, and I have the 
highest respect for him. 
I took it for granted he would have given us the 
reasons for his recommendations if he thought 
the public interest required it. How, then, can 
the 7 array me against the Secretary of 
the Navy? I hope the gentleman will permit me 


I do || 


| The chief object of what I said was to show that 


ifficulty || 


He makes an issue between the Navy and | 
the coast survey, and attempts to raise the idea || 


I merely suggested that | 


another Senator without disrespect. I thought | 
that whatever was the difference of age or the dif- | 
ference of position among Senators, we at least 
had the liberty of discussion, andthe right to state 
in respectful and decorous language, our approba- 


be advanced here. 


this subject had been elaborately discussed before; 


| that a decision had been arrived at, and the Sen- 


ate, being not very materially changed since that 


| period, I had reason to believe would not change 


that decision, and that therefore discussion was 


| protracted on a matter which had been worn 
| threadbare before. 


The honorable Senator from Missouri, then, 


| not raise an issue which 1 never made with the 
Secretary of the Navy, or with the Navy, for I 
| have the utmost respect for them both. If the 
gentleman does not expect his opinions to be con- 


such spouse as would be most likely to meet with 
general approbation. I am sure he knows that 
| conviction and acquiescence are not acts of volition. 


|| They depend upon the correctness of the position | 
A member’s acquiescence in a propo- | 
| sition does not depend on his own volition so much | 
' as on his conviction of the reason and justice of it. | 


assumed. 


If the gentleman expects the Senate to acquiesce in 
all his propositions, he ought to be careful how 


he makes them. 


other and amemorable occasion. That is very true; 
| but a man of his experience and of his wisdom 
might have also recollected that times and circum- 


| the world;’” but I will not conclude the quotation. 
He might have recollected that when he made the 
' memorable declaration that solitary and alone he 


tain him. But now, when he launches out against 
| the coast survey, which has been in operation for 
| years, which is applauded everywhere, against 


|| which I have heard no dissatisfaction from any 
— except from himself, he will pardon me for | 
t 


1inking that he will not only have to launch his 


_alone,’’ as he started it, or nearly so. 

Mr. BENTON. I wish to ask the Senator from 
| Louisiana to finish his quotation. 

Mr, DOWNS. I will do so, as the gentleman 
| requests itof me. I do not recollect it perfectly, 
| but I believe the remark was opeees to Julius 


| against the world,’’ but now “‘ none so poor to do 


|| him reverence.’’* 


Mr. BENTON. I will tell the Senator why I 
| asked him to finish the quotation. 
| mitted it to memory and thought he could not re- 
| peat it. 
for asking him to finish the quotation. 
ter. 

he Senator says that I complained of his not 
treating my opinions with respect. What I said 
| was that he had the privilege of treating my opin- 


[Laugh- 


but I denied that he had the privilege of treating 
| the opinions of the Secretary of the Navy so; for 


| between the Departments and the Senate that we 
| should suppose when they make recommenda- 


| reasons, when given, will be weighed and consid- 
ered by members. 








to make my own issues, and will not make them 
for me. I have no issue with the Secretary of the 
Navy. I do not suppose any member who op- 
poses this resolution has. 

But the gentleman says I do not treat his argu- 
ments with respect. I am not aware of having 


treated them with disrespect. 


I certainly did not || 


* The quotation referred to above is as follows: 


** But yesterday, the word of Cesar might 
| Have stood against the world ; now lies he there, 


And none so poor to do him reverence.”’ 


| @sar—Suakspeare’s Julius Cesar, Act III., 


Scene II, 


must sustain his resolution on its own merits, and | 


troverted, he ought to be careful to express only | 


But the gentleman does not seem to be at all | 
| discouraged by the idea that he stands alone in | 
| this matter, because he says he stood alone on an- | 


stances change. It was once said of another great | 
man, ‘* but yesterday he might have stood against | 


set that ball in motion, he had a large mass of | 


\\ his fellow-citizens to sustain him. They did sus- | 


| bark alone, but that he will also have to row it and | 
| sail it to the end of the voyage ‘‘ solitary and 


| Cesar, that ‘‘ yesterday he might have stood | 


I had com- | 


That is all the reason in the world I had | 


| ions and my measures with scorn and contempt; | 
| I considered it due to the decorum of intercourse | 
| tions they have reasons for them, and that those | 


I expected to see this resolution of inquiry pass, | 
as every other of the kind does pass, without one 


— Antony’s Oration over the dead body of | 


my memory, I sent to the reporters to ascertain 
the names of the gentlemen that have spoken and 
the order in which they, spoke. Mr. Davis, of 
Mississippi, appears at the head of the list. The 
Senator trom Michigan, who seems to have received 


\| a mission about the middle of the last session of 


Congress to oppose whatever I proposed, {laugh- 
ters} was the next to speak. 

Mr. CASS. I did not oppose the resolution at 

all; I supported it. 

Mr. BENTON, 
the gentleman. 

Mr. CASS. I said I was perfectly indifferent 
as to what Department had charge of this matter, 
but I wanted a board to have control of it. The 

| Senator will give me credit for supporting a propo- 
sition of his this one time. 

Mr. BENTON. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The Senator from 
Missouri endeavors to throw on me the onus of 

| bringing on this debate. He finds my name first, 
with surprise. He seems to imply that this de- 
bate has ceo forced upon him. Ido not see why 
the Senator should have been so surprised. When 
he introduced this resolution yesterday, he called 
my attention to it, and I then told him I should 
move to amend his resolution by calling for a like 
answer from the Secretary of the Treasury. When 
I first rose to-day I announced that I would 
offer such an amendment, and I did not enter into 
any argument on the subject until afterwards, tm 

|| reply to the Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Mr. Presi- 
dent, as so animated a debate has arisen upon this 
subject, and so much sensitiveness has been exhib- 
ited through the progress of the argument, I wish 
to place myself mght by an explanation of the 
vote I intend to give. I intend to vote for this res- 
olution, but I shall not do it for the reasons which 
have been assigned by some other gentlemen, but 
for reasons which strike my own mind as quite 
satisfactory. My principal object now is to dis- 
claim any purpose to censure the work as it is now 
carried on, or those who are in any way connected 
with it, or to express any dissatisfaction with the 
progress of it. I am actuated entirely by other 
considerations. It appears that one of the Heads 
|, of the Departments has suggested, in his official 
communication, a change, or some modification of 
the arrangements. Well, sir, I take it for granted 
that, however well satisfied we may have been 
with this work, no gentleman here is so entirely 
satisfied with the organization and arrangement, 
| and management of the work, and the economy 

which runs through it, as to say that it is incapa- 
| ble of improvement. I think no gentleman will 
\| take ground of that kind, and say that it is inea- 
pable of any reorganization that will improve its 
|| character. 

When an officer of the Government, standing in 
the relation which the Head of a Department does 
to us, makes tu us a suggestion of this sort, we 
are to suppose that he is influenced by some higher 
motive than the ambition which might prompt him 
to take charge of this department. We may sup- 
pose that he has got something to suggest, some- 
thing to propose to us which is worthy of our con- 
sideratjon, or he would not venture upon making 
a suggestion of this description. Now, sir, are we 
so enlightened, are we so well informed on this 
subject, that we are not willing to hear what an 
officer of the Government has to say in relation to 

| it? Are we so well satisfied on this subject that 
we will shut our ears and our eyes to any sugges- 
|| tion that may be made to us respecting it? Why, 
sir, after all, this amounts only to a simple resolu- 
tion of inquiry. It is nothing more. I suppose 
| if the Senator from Missouri had made a motion 
of inquiry whether it was expedient to make a 
change in the organization of the system and mode 
of carrying iton, no gentleman would have raised 
his voice against it; but because it takes a differ- 
ent form, because there has been a suggestion from 
the Head of a Department that sucha —_ may be 
|| expedient, and a resolution is offered asking him 
| to give his reasons for those suggestions, objection 
is made. Are you not willing to hear them? For 
one I am anxious that that officer shal! furnish to 
us his reasons for that opinion. That is the whole 
w argument: In pursuing this course, sir, 1 am 


I beg ten thousand pardons of 
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expressing no discontent or dissatisfaction with the | friends on this floor who seem to have considerable 


work as it goes on. 


feeling in relation to it; and in deference to their 


But, sir, there is another reason which has been | wishes and feelings, 1 move a reconsideration. [| 


suggested by the Senator from Missouri that is 
worthy of the consideration of Congress. The 
expense of this work has risen toa very great 
sum. The Senator from Missouri says it amounts 
to $400,000, and I would ask if that includes the 


bi 

Mr. BENTON: It does not. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I take it for 
granted that it does not. Now, if gentlernen will 
look to the bill of last session making appropria- 
tions for light-houses, they will find where such 
an appropriation would not be expected, that 
$150,000 were appropriated to buy a steamboat to 
carry on this work. I do not undertake to say 
whether that is to be added to the $400,000 or not; 
probably it is, and if so, that swells it into a very 
large sum that has been expended in the course of 
one season to carry on this work. In throwing 
out these suggestions [do not mean to be under- 
stood as intimating that I know of any extrava- 
gance, or that I see any means by which the ex- 
penditures may be lessened. ‘The work is one of 
very great importance, and, in my judgment, it 
should go on, Still Lam willing to hear what the 
Head of a Department can say on this question, 
aud if he can show me a better organization, a sys- 
tem of greater economy by which this work can 
be carried on, lam willing to examine his pro- 
posed organization, and to take his proposed sys- 
tem into consideration, and see whether it does 
not deserve the sanction of this Government. It 
is not a matter of such light consideration as to be 
thus summarily rejected —thus summarily thrown 
aside. ‘hese are the reasons which will govern 
mé in the vote which [ shall give, and I shall vote 
for the resolution with great pleasure. 


appropriation made for that work in the light-house 
I? | 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, moved to amend | 


the resolution by adding at the close of it : 

* And that the Secretary of the Treasury communicate 
to the Senate why; in his opinion, the survey of the coast 
should net be transferred trom the administration of the 
Treasury Department.”’ 

Mr. BENTON. I suppose the Secretaries will 
answer separately and not jointly. Their answers 
ought not be bound in solidum. With that under- 
standing let it go. 

The amendment was agreed to—ayes 20, noes 
13. 

The question was then taken by yeas and nays 


on the resolution as amended, and resulted—yeas | 


24, nays 16—as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Bell, Benton, Bradbury, Bright, 


Butler, Cass, Chase, Clemens, Davis of Massachusetts, | 


Modge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Ewing, 
Felch, Jones, Mangum, Shields, Smith, Turney, Upham, 
Wales, Walker, and Whitcoinb—24. 


NAYS—Mesers. Baldwin, Berrien, Clay, Davis of Missis- , 


sippi, Dawson, Downs, Gwin, Hailin, King, Mason, Nor- 
ris, Pratt, Rusk, Soulé, Sturgeon, and Underwood—16. 
So the resolution was agreed to, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
report to the Senate what advantages to the public service 
would be derived from transferring the survey of the coast 
from the Treasury to the Navy Department, as recommend- 
ed in his annual report accompanying the President's an- 
nual message, and what additional legislation, if any, be 
necessary. And thatthe Secretary of the Treasury com- 
municate to the Senate why, in bis opinion, the survey of 
the coast should not be transferred from the administration 
of the Treasury Department. 


AUSTRIA AND HUNGARY. ° 


Mr. DOUGLAS, I rise to move to reconsider 
the vote of yesterday by which the Senate refused 
to print the extra number of the correspondence 
hetween the Secretary of State and the represent- 
ative of the Austrian Government. I voted against 
the printing of the extra number, for the reason 
that I thought we were attaching undue import- 
ance to the subject, and rather reviving an old con 
troversy which has ceased to have much import- 
ance, and not supposing that ony one would give 
. construction to that vote which I find some are 
disposed to do, I thought the sentiments of the 
correspondence on the part of our Secretary of 
State would receive so unanimous a response from 
the American people that no one could be sup- 


posed to entertain a doubt as to our approval of || 


them. Much less did I suppose thet any one 
would consider such a vote as being either disre- 
spectful to our Secretary ora want of concurrence 
in the opinions advanced in the correspondence. I 
do not now regard the vote as susceptible, prop- 
erly, of such a construction: but find some 


| vote of yesterday. 


| would rather see ten thousand copies printed and 
| paid for by the Senate than haveany one entertain 


a doubt on that point. I thought we were show- 
ing rather too much exultation at the triumph of 
our Secretary over the Minister from Austria in 
our discussion. I did not take any part in that 
triumph. But I move to reconsider the vote, in 


order to print the extra number. 
Mr. RUSK. 


I hope the reconsideration will | 


take place, and | shall then move to reduce the | 


number to fivethousand. Il may be mistaken, but 
| have an apprehension that it will- be perfectly 


agreeable to the Senate, and I shall ask the honor-J 


able Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Manevm] 
to withdraw his proposition to print ten thousand. 
I thought yesterday that it was the manifest wish 
of the Senate to print five thousand. 
a motion will now be agreed to. 


Mr. WALKER. 


I hope such 


I cannot deem the reasons | 


given by the Senator from Illinois [Mr. Doveras] | 


sufficient to induce the Senate to reconsider the 
His reasons are that there 


will be misapprehension of the meaning of the 


vote, 


a considerable portion of what was said myself, 


/ and I heard no Senator express any other feeling 


than one of respect for the Secretary of State, and 
of concurrence in the sentiments which he had ex- 


I have heard all that was said,and | uttered | 


pressed in the communication which was read to | 


us. Nothing else wasexpressed. Now, it would 
seem strange, if, after the debates on this subject 
have gone upon the record of debates, any one 
should be so perverse as to misconstrue the mean- 
ing of the Senate in the voteitthen gave. It can- 
not be possible. If any one has expressed the 
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ae would be to them what it was to me; and | 
esire, therefore, to publish it for the purpose of 
circulation among my constituents. IT wish them 
not only to understand truly the position occupied 


| by our country, but the reasons why that position 


is oceupied, and that it is in strict accordance with 
the general national law and the usages of the 
world, and that the conduct of the late Adminis. 
tration stands fully justified when tried by these 
tests, 

Mr. WALKER. 
now adjourn, 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. WALKER called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and being taken resulted’ as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bright, Clarke, Clem- 
ens, Davis of Massachusetts, Dawson, Dodge of lowa, 
Douglas, Downs, Ewing, Felch, Jones, Mangum, Phelps, 
Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Shields, Smith, Soulé, Sturgeon, 
Underwood, Upham, Wales, and Whitcomb—26, 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Berrien, Butler, Chase, Clay, 
Davis of Mississippi, Dodge of Wisconsin, Gwin, Hamlin, 
King, Mason, Norris, Turney, and Walker—14. : 

So the motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of 
the motion to print ten thousand extra copies. 

Mr. WALKER asked for the yeas and nays 
on the question, but they were not ordered. 

Mr. WALKER moved to adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. WALKER. The question, I ,believg, is 
upon the printing of ten thousand extra copies of 
the letter of the Secretary of State in answer to a 


I move that the Senate do 


letter of the Austrian chargé d’affaires protesting 


views to the Senator from Illinois which he has | 
just expressed in our presence, it must be for the | 


very purpose of accomplishing what they ¢eem to 


be about to accomplish—the moving him to a re- | 


consideration of his opinions. 


They may be suf- | 


ficient to prompt him to a reconsideration, but they | 
/are not sufficient to prompt me; and I hope that 


the reasons which he has intimated have moved 
him to reconsider his views may not be sufficient to 


| move the other members of the Senate te a recon- | 


sideration of their views. 


I repeat what I said yesterday, that I fully con- | 
| cur in the sentiments expressed in the letter of the 


Secretary of State. I think I never heard any- 


| thing in my life which was a more complete and 


course of his country, than the letter of the Sec- 
retary of State to the Austrian Chargé. But is 
that any reason—for it is but old doctrine though 
well expressed—why we should herald that tri- 
umph boastfully to the country in the form of extra 
numbers? It seems to me that no friend of the 


| Secretary of State—and, by-the-by, I claim to be 


one of his warmest, though politically opposed to 
him—can charge us with having intended any dis- 


"respect whatever to the Secretary of State, or to 


| his sentiments, in the vote whic 
terday. 


Mr. BADGER. 


I wish to say one word. I 


we gave yes- 


had not the fortune to be in my place in the Sen- | 
| ate yesterday at the time the vote was taken on 


the question of printing. I hope the question will 
be.reconsidered, and the printing ordered; and I 
hope the number will be ordered that was proposed 


in the motion yesterday; not that I think .it a mat- | 


ter of great importance what number had been || 


originally inserted, but I think, having been in- | 


serted, it 1s well that the number should be ad- 


| hered to. 


One remark in reply to what has been said by 


the Senator who has just taken his seat. I loo 


upon the paper, as everybody else does, as an |! 
| able one. 


I judge of its value to others by con- 


sidering its value to myself. oe myself | 


to have the average amount of information upon 
the general topic to which the paper refers which 
is possessed by the people of the United States, I 


_ learned some things from that paper, and found my 


view of the general topic rendered clear, and felt 
myself able, if necessity should require it, to give 
better reasons for the positions there assumed than 
I could have done before reading that paper. As- 
suming to myself no superiority over the general 


class of my countrymen, but supposing myself to | 
| be full as well informed on such subjects as the 
_ generality. of them, 1 believe the value of the | 


you cannot keep the Senate in order. 


against the course of the Government of the Uni- 
ted States in sending an agent to Hungary to as- 
certain the condition of the Hungarians during 
their late struggle, and, as he alleges, with a view 
to ascertain that condition, to the end of acknow}l- 
edging the independence of the Hungarian nation. 
[tis proper that the Senate should be well informed 
upon this subject, and I am a little apprehensive 
that the Secretary of State has not given us inform- 
ation enough upon the subject. I pope to 
enlighten the Senate and the country for about an 
hour and « half upon this subject, unless I can 
have the privilege of an American Senator of pla- 
cing my name at least in opposition to this thing 
upon your Journal. ; 

I think that when it has been decided by the 
Senate that Senators have not the privilege of en- 
tering their protests at length, they may have the 


|| other mode of protesting, that of answering 
| triumphant vindication of his country, and the || 


ea 
or nay to propositions of this kind. But it 
been refused. This proposition is persevered in 
now, not so much because the information con- 


| tained in the letter of the Secretary of State is 


necessary to the people of the United States, but 
because it is necessary to pay the Secretary of 
State a compliment, by involving the country in 
the expense which the publication of these extras 
will require. This is a poor reason, it occurs to 
me, why this expense should be incurred—a very 
poor reason. Nobody has intended any disrespect 
to the Secretary of State. Everybody has dis- 
avowed that. They have shown by their conduct 
that they entertain the highest regard for the sen- 
timenis contained in the letter of the Secretary. 


| But they base their opposition to this motion upon 


the principle which is involved in it, of the ex- 
traordinary and extravagant course which is being 
pursued in regard to the printing and binding and 
ers else. 

The PRESIDENT. There is too much disor- 
der in the Chamber. 

Mr. WALKER. You cannot keep order, Mr. 
President. 

The PRESIDENT. Iam endeavoring to do so. 

Mr. WALKER. I know you are. You al- 
ways strive to do your duty, but you cannot do 
it. There is a proposition to incur an extra and 
unnecessary expense, and while that is. the case, 
There is a 
determination upon cases of that kind to incur the 
expense, and to vote it through in defiance of all 
your hammering and the sentiments of those who 
would like to see a different course pursued. The 
disorder does not bother me, and if it is out of 
kindness to me that you endeavor to preserve 
order, I am obliged to you. But I would just as 
soon hear plenty of jollity, plenty of good humor, 
and plenty of noise. In that way they have given 
me one subject to exhaust a sentence upon. 

Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, [ have never 
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risen to a point of order; but I do it now, in justi- 
fcation of the honor and standing of this body. 
An allegation is here made that itis out of your 


ower to command order in this body, and that | 


there will be noise and fun here such as to deter 
you from the exercise of that power. Now, that 
allegation, going out to the country from such a 
source, Will make an impression upon the public 


mind which the Senate does not deserve to have | 


made against it; and although it may have been 
done for mere amusement, the country will not so 
understand it. Hence the impropriety of throw- 
ing before the country that which is calculated to 
impair the dignity of this body. 

‘he PRESIDENT. Does the Senator make 
any question of order ? 

Mr. DAWSON. I merely stated that the gen- 
teman was out of order, which I thought the 
Chair, by the nod of the head, recognized and 


approved. . : : 
The PRESIDENT. That will depend entirely 


upon the sense of the Senator himself whether he | 
throws any imputation either on the presiding | 
His remarks, however, are | 


officer or the body. 
not of such a character as to justify a call to order, 
The Senator will proceed. 

Mr. WALKER. If there be any point of or- 
der raised, I would be glad if the Senator would 


give me the benefit of the rule, and reduce it to |, 


writing. 

Mr. DAWSON. I cannot tell whether the Sen- 
ator Was in earnest or jest. 

Mr. WALKER. In repl 
will leave it to the Chair to decide whether there 
was disorder or not. If there was not, the effort 
of the Chair to obtain order was unnecessary; if 
there was, the Chair did but its duty, and the 
country may know that there was a call for order 
evidencing the fact that there was disorder. I re- 
marked upon that disorder, and upon the charac- 
ter of the subject under debate when the disorder 
occurred. 

But, Mr. President, I would like to know of the 


Senator from Georgia—as he seems to take an in- | 


terest in this matter, and is very nearly the only 
Senator who does—upon what ground he puts this 
publication of extra numbers. Is it to inform his 
constituents ¢ 
bea disrespect shown to the Secretary of State? 


If it be to mform his constituents, he will have to | 


bear in mind that his constituents bear but a small 
proportion to the twenty-five millions of people in 
the United States; and when he has distributed the 


ten thousand among his own constituents, he will | 


not have given a number to a great many of them; 
and when it comes to distributing them among the 
whole twenty-five millions of the — of the 
United States, it will certanily give still less. 
Why, then, is it necessary to print these copies, 


especially when the papers in the immediate vicin- || 
ity will publish this document long before it will | 


reach them in the form of ten thousand copies? 
But, as I see that our Whig friends on the other 
side have dwindled down to five, who are the most 
attentive to their duties of any in the Senate, being 
rarely absent, always in their places—and I must 
say that they differ from their associates in that 
respect—and.as they seem to be careworn and dis- 
tressed, and afflicted that this order was not made 
yesterday, I will refrain and not make that hour- 
and-a-half speech which I said I would make. As 
they are suffering for the want of their dinners I 
will desist. 

Mr. TURNEY. If itis in order to strike out 
ten and insert five, I will make that motion. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The resolution as amended was adopted. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Truaspay, January 2, 1851. 


_Mr. CLAY. Iam charged with the petition of 
Elizabeth Butler, heir and child of a revolution- 


ary soldier, asking to be allowed a pension. She 
discloses in her ae a condition of very great 
distress, felt by herself and her children, aed un- 


doubtedly deserving the sympathy if not the aid 
of the Government. Whether she is entitled to 
that aid or not, is a question to be considered. [| 
nove that the petition, without being read, be re- 
‘erred to the Committee on Pensions. 

The petition was so referred. 

Mr. CLAY. Iamalsocharged with the petition of 


to that remark I | 


Or is it to wipe out what seems to | 
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'| Dr. Charles Richardson, of Baltimore, who states 

that he has discovered the cause of the potato rot. 
He says that he has devoted many years to the 
study of that subject, and that he has at last made 
this discovery. He prays Congress to make a 
small appropriation of money to enable him to 
make a more thorough examination into the 
matter, and to give the public the benefit of his 
discovery. 

He also refers to the fact that he has invented a 
new mode of ventilation applicable to ships, jails, 
hospitals, &c., and calculated to prevent disease 


thinks this can be advantageously applied to the 
public vessels and barracks of the United States. 
{ move that, without reading, the first part of the 
petition be referred to the Committee on Agricul- 
| ture, and the second to the Committee on Naval 
| Affairs. It was so referred. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented a 
petition from the legal voters of Northampton, 
Massachusetts, asking the adoption of measures 
for the settlement of international controversies 
without recourse to war; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. EWING presented the petition of the legal 
| voters of Washington county, Ohio, asking the 
| adoption of measures for the peaceable adjustment 
| of international difficulues; which was reterred to 
| the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
| 
' 


Mr. DOUGLAS presented the memorial of the 
| present register and receiver and late incumbents 
of the land office at Vandalia, Illinois, asking an 
| increase of compensation for locating military 
bounty land warrants; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 
| Mr. SHIELDS presented the memorial of Hen- 
ny R. F. Capron, widow of a gallant officer of the 
| Army who was killed in Mexico during the war 
| with that Republic, asking that the half pay grant- 
ed her may be continued for life; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a petition from the late and present regis- 
ters and receivers of the land office at Dixon, Llli- 
nois, asking an increase of compensation for loca- 

| ting military bounty land warrants; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of the 
late and present registers and receivers of the land 
office at Milwaukee, in the State of Wisconsin, 
asking to be allowed additional compensation for 

|, entering military bounty land warrants; which 
|| was ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. W. I have received the petition of Isaac 


H. Conrad, and forty-four other citizens of the | 
|; State of Pennsylvania, praying the immediate re- | 


peal of the law for the recapture of fugitive slaves. 

Accompanying this petition was a letter from one 
|| of the individuals making a special request of me 
that I would present it to the Senate. In accord- 
ance with that request, as well as in the discharge 
|| of my duty, I present it to the Senate, and move 
|} that, without reading, it be referred to the Com- 

mittee on the Judiciary. 
It was so referred. 
Mr. HUNTER presented the memorial of Ma- 
ria L. Walker, daughter and heir of John Tayloe 
Griffin, asking compensation for the services of her 
| futher as commissary in the war of the Revolution, 
| and also indemnity for losses sustained and the 
- reimbursement of money advanced for the use of 
|| the United States during said war; which was re- 

ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. JONES presented the memorial of F. An- 
drews, asking to be allowed extra pay and bounty 

| for his services as a surgeon to the lowa mounted 

| volunteers during the war with Mexico; which 

was referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
| fairs. . 

Also, a memorial adopted at a railroad éonven- 
tion of the State of lowa, asking Congress to grant 
land for the construction of the Dubuque and Keo- 
kuck and Davenport and Missouri railroad, with 
| the proceedings of the convention which adopted 

it; which were ordered to lie on the table. 
|. Mr. TURNEY presented the memorial of the 
| heirs of John Proudfit and others, asking indem- 
| nity for spoliations prior to 1800; which was laid 
on the table. 
| Mr. BELL presented two memorials from mem- 
| bers of the bar of East Tennessee, asking the 
appointment of a separates judge for the district; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciery 
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too often incident to those establishments. He | 
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_ He also submitted additional documents in rela- 
tion to the claim of Robert Gill for a pension; 
which were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. FOOTE presented the memorial of John 
Asburn Regan, a native of Georgia, (now a citizen 
| of Louisiana,) relative to » plan for preventing the 
overflow of the Mississippi river and its tribute- 
ries, and to drain and cost the inundated lands, 
and asking that alternate sections may be granted 
him for accomplishing the same; which was re- 

| ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 
Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of Amos 

Reeder and other citizens of Baltimore, asking 
| that the bill passed by the House of Representa- 

tives to provide for the better security of the lives 
| of passengers on board of vessels propelled in 
| whole or in part by steam, may not become a law 
| without certain modifications; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, a petition from the legal voters of Castine, 
in the State of Maine, asking the adoption of 
measures for the peaceful adjustment of inter- 
| national controversies; which was referred to the 
| Committee on Foreign Relations. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 

| tee on Military Affairs, to w Nich was referred the 

report of the Secretary of War enclosing a copy 
| of the proceedings of the court-martial in the case 
| of William Hanniver, and the memorial of the 

citizens of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, asking a 
| revision and modification of the military code of 
| the United States, submitted an elaborate report, 
| which was ordered to be printed, closing with 
|| asking to be discharged from the further consider 
| ation of the report and petition, which was agreed 
to. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, ordered that the 
memorial and accompanying papers be printed 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. WINTHROP gave notice of his intention 
to ask leave to bring in a bill with the following 
| title: A bill to authorize the appointment of ap- 
| praisers at large, and for other purposes. 

Mr. BELL gave notice of his intention to ask 
| leave to introduce a bill authorizing the appoint- 
ment of a district judge for the eastern district of 

| Tennessee. 





BILLS ON LEAVE. 

Mr. GWIN, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to provide for 
the survey of the public lands in California, the 
granting of donation privieges therein, and for 
other purposes; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time by its title, and referred to the Commit- 

| tee on Pubfie Lands. 

Mr. BERRIEN, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to amend an 
act entitled ** An act to authorize notaries public 

| to take and certify oaths, affirmations, and ac 
| knowledements in certain cases;’’ which was read 
|| a first and second time by its title, and referred 
| to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
FORTIFICATION OF SHIP ISLAND. 

The bill to provide for the fortification of Ship 
| Island, otf the coast of Mississippi, was read a 

second time, aad the Senate proceeded to consider 
it as in Committee of the Whole. 
| ‘The bill proposes to appropriate $30,000 for the 
fortification of Ship Island. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. This bill was 
| reported in conformity with a resolution which 
| was referred to the Military Committee at the 
| last session. The subject is an old one, and I will 
| not detain the Senate long by remarks on it. The 
| subject was brought to the notice of this body in 

1845 by a resolution directed to the War Depart- 
ment, which, in accordance with that resolution, 
ordered a survey to be made by three engineer 
| officers. ‘That survey was made, and a report re- 
| turned to the Departnent in 1846. At that time 
there was no appropriation made for any fortifica- 
| tion on Dauphin Island, which is at the east end 
| of that channel of internal commerce between the 
| main shore aud the islands which he outside the 
| coast of Mississippi and Alabama. At that time 
| the board of officers recommended that Danphin 
| Island at one end and Ship Island at the other 
should be fortified, and that steam vessels should 
| be built to protect the interior line of commerce 
| between the two. Since then an appropriation 
has been made for the fortification of Dauphin 
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Island, and this bill to make an appropriation for | 
the fortification of Ship Island was reported at the | 
last session. ’ 
I will merely state at this time that Ship Island | 
covers probably the best anchorage as a place of 
refuge in the Gulf of Mexico, one which is so 
sheltered as to be always quiet, and which is ap- 
roachable by various denesiie It was here the | 
3ritish ak 
to attack New Orleans. It would stand as an ad- 
vanced post in any system of defences made for 


the protection of the city of New Orleans. It | 


would be an available harbor of refuge for vessels 
cruising in the Gulf that might be crippled between 
the mouth of the Mississippi anh 

Main, so as to be unable to reach a port further to 


the east. This harbor would be particularly suited | 


s lay when their army disembarked | 


the Spanish | 








ever, the business of the country compelled him 
to run a four-horse coach during the period of the 
contract, and he obtained an increase of compen- 
sation for the service. 

This contract was to transport the mail every | 
day in the week. Mr. Day made preparations for | 
thus transporting it. He did transport it for a | 





to suspend it one day in the week, which caused | 
the great mail between Boston and Montreal to lie | 
over thirty-six hours at Royalton, in Vermont. | 
|| That was a very great inconvenience to the people | 
and to all persons who had business connected with | 
the route, or living upon the route. They madeap- | 
plication to the contractor to go on. They had no 
doubtatallthatGovernment would justify him in so 





for the repair of such vessels and the supply of 
orests | 
of the best timber, and convenient to an extensive | 


others, as it would be contiguous to large 


market of the provisions which would be neces- 
sary for the support of a yard for the repair and 
construction of vessels, and a depot for their sup- 


ply when cruising in the Gulf, This channel of | 
intercourse is very important in peace, It is the | 


great line of travel, and through it our mails are 
transported. It becomes still more important in 


war, because the principal naval station of the | 
Gulf of Mexico is at Pensacola, and which, being | 
near a country that produces but little to support |. 

h Valley 
of the Mississippi for its produce. That could | 
only be safely conducted to the naval depét at | 
Pensacola through this channel of internal com- | 


a force kept there, necessarily relies on the 


merce, for the defence of which the fortification of 
Ship Island, in addition to the fortification of Dau- 


phin Island, which has already been provided for, | 


is deemed necessary. It is not believed, if thus 
protected, that a hostile fleet would attempt to cut 
that line of communication, nor that the object 
would justify a squadron which could not be driven 


knew perfectly well that Mr. Day was running the 


‘the route, and made no objection to it. When 


General directed him to apply to Congress. The 


Postmater General said he could not allow it, be- | 
cause he had given orders to discontinue the |; 


carriage of the mail one day in the week. Appli- 
cation, therefore, is made to the justice of Congress 


for his hire. He is worthy of it. It was a very 


reason why a reasonable compensation should not 
be allowed. After this contract expired the Post- 
master General contracted for a daily mail. That 
is conclusive evidence to my mind that he con- 
sidered it necessary. 

Again: in this bill is included service for trans- 
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length of ume, until the embarrassed condition of || 
the Department induced the Postmaster General || 


; ae 
doing, and he did runadaily mail. ‘The Government 


mail every day in the week for the accommoda- || 
tion of the country, at the request of the people on || 


application was made by Mr. Day for the settle- | 
ment of his accounts and payment, the Postmaster | 


great accommodation to the public, and | see no | 


off by a few light-draught steamers, lying under | 


the protection of the guns of Dauphin Island and 
Ship Island, and renewing daily their attacks. 


Officers of the Navy and engineers of the Army 
have examined the subject, and consider the work 
one of much importance to the country, and neces- 


sary not only for the protection of commerce, but | 


also for the protection of the city of New Orleans. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a | 


third reading. 
RELIEF “F A POST-OFFICE CONTRACTOR. 
The Senate then proceeded to consider, as in 


Committee of the Whole, the bill for the relief of | 
Ira Day, of Vermont. The bill proposes to au- | 
thorize the Postmaster General to pay to Ira Day, | 


of Vermont, the sum of $1,008 90, for services 
rendered in the transmission of the mail from 


Royalton to Burlington, in the State of Vermont, | 
from January, 1833, to July, 1837. It appears | 


that in October, 1834, the Postmaster General di- 
rected the discontinuance of the route for one day 
in the week, which caused the great mail from 
Boston to Montreal to lie over at Royalton from 
Saturday evening to Monday morning. At the 
solicitation of the postmasters and citizens along 
the route, Mr. Day carried the mail seven times a 
week as usual; but for the service which he ren- 
dered contrary to the direction of the Post Office 
Department he received no compensation, and it 
is proposed to make thet compensation by this 
bill. 

Mr. WALKER. If I understand the clain, it 
is for damages which a contractor asks for viola- 
ting an order of the Post Office Department. I 


can see no other merit in it. It is a small matter, | 


it is true, but it seems to me to involve a princi- 


ple. I should like to hear the Senator from Ver- |) 


mont explain the matter. 


Mr. UPHAM. Iam very sorry that the Sen- | 


ator from Wisconsin is not satisfied with the facts 
brought forward. At the last session of Congress 
a report was made by the chairman of the com- 
mittee on a case precisely like this, and a bill 
passed allowing $5,000 to an individual, who had 
contracted to transport the mail a certain distance 
with a two-horse carriage for a certain length of 
time. ‘The business increased, so that it became 
necessary for him to run a four-horse coach. He 
applied to the Government for liberty to do so, 


porting the mail for some two or three months after | 
the contract expired. It seems to me, judging from | 
legislation which has heretofore taken place, and | 


| from the reception this claim heretofore received, | 





| floor for several days, on a very particular subject, 


and is now prepared to express his sentiments, | 
hope the Senate will indulge him with an oppor- 
tunity to do so. 

Mr. GWIN. I will not press my suggestion, 

Mr. BRIGHT. I will not claim the attention 
of the Senate longer than [ deem absolutely neces. 
sary to enable me to discharge what I consider an 
imperative public duty. I know the impatience of 
the Senate to dispose of the resolution before them, 


and I feel that, under ordinary circumstances, | 
| 


| should owe an apology for proposing further to 
extend this already protracted debate. When jt 
| was last before the Senate it will be recollected 
| that the debate took a direction and led to a series 


| of remarks which deservedly call for a reply from 


| the State which I in part represent. My colleaeue 
| has well said much that I intended to say in an. 
| swer to the Senator from Ohio; and if I had known 
| of his participancy in this debate, and the extent 
| to which his published remarks furnish an an- 
swer to that Senator, I do not know that I should 
have further troubled the Senate on the subject, 
But the floor having been given to me, I hope 
‘neither my colleague nor the Senate will deem 
it the work of supererogation in me to amplify 
somewhat, and also reply to the new points pre- 
| sented by the honorable Senator from North 


raat t ‘| Carolina, [Mr. Maneum.] Since the introdue- 
for the purpose of obtaining the amount. I cer- | tion of this resolution by the honorable Senator 
tainly see no impropriety in paying the laborer |! from Maine, (Mr. Brapsuny,] an entire different 


| state of things exists than existed at the date 
' of its introduction. The Administration of this 


|| Government was then in the hands of those chosen 


| by the people at the ballot-box, and chosen with 
| reference to certain pledges, which but a few 
| short months after they came into power it man’: 
| festly appeared were only made to be violated, 
.| Among them was the pledge that no officer should 
be removed for mere opinion’s sake; no incum- 
bent was to be displaced except on charges pre- 
ferred and sustained. The history of the admin- 


|| and also from the favorable reports of the committee, | 
I will not make any further remarks, as this is | 
and old subject, and has been frequently explained. 


| and as it has never been adversely reported upon, 
| that on the a of justice and equity the 
| Senate will not be disposed to reject it, inasmuch 
|| as they allowed a claim five times as much, 
| situated precisely like this, at the very last session 
of Congress. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment; it was then ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time. 


INVALID PENSIONER. 

The Senate then proceeded to consider Senate 
bill No. 93, being the bill for the relief of Hubert 
| H. Booley. 
|| The report made from the committee on this 
|| case was read. The petitioner was a wagon-mas- 
| 
| 


ter in the service of the United States during the 


his duty,on or about the 10th day of October, 
|| 1847, he received a wound which rendered the 
|, amputation of his arm necessary, and for this it is 
proposed by the bill to give him a pension. 


the rate of pension per month was filled with six- 
| teen dollars; and a verbal amendment was made 
changing the Department which is authorized to 


** Interior”’ instead of ‘* War’’ Department. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and 
the amendment having been concurred in, it was 
ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. 


REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 


the 24th Decenfber, 1849, in relation to removals 
from office, upon which the Senator from Indiana 
{Mr. Brieut) was entitled to the floor. 

| Mr.GWIN. I hope the Senator from Indiana 
will not persist in having the resolution considered 
to-day. The bill to settle private land claims in 
California was a week ago made a special order 
for this day. Iam very desirous that it shall be 
taken up and acted upon, and I would suggest, as 
this resolution is not one of very pressing import- 
/ ance, that the Senator from Indiana will consent 
| to a postponement of it. 

' Mr. CASS. 1 would suggest to the honorable 
| Senator from California that we always yield to 
Senators under such circumstances. ‘The honor- 





On the motion of Mr. JONES, the blank as to 


place his name upon the pension roll to the | 
> 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration || 
of the resolution submitted by Mr. Brapsurr || 


istration of General Taylor, from its organization 
down to the date of the introduction of this reso- 
+ lution, disclosed a state of things as unexpected as 
‘| it was unjust toward all those who were holding 
'| offices under the Federal Government at that time. 
| Removals by the hundred and by the thousand 
|| had been and were contjnued to be made, under 
|! circumstances, in view of the rule which the chief 
| officer had laid down for his own government, 
|| which carried with them in each case the supposi- 
|| ton of guilt. How natural it was to suppose that 
|| each officer forming a part of this long train of 
| officials should, as he passed on to the block, in- 
| quire of himself, of friends, and of bystanders, 
| * In what have I offended? wherein have I sinned? 
| who is my accuser? what is the charge or charges 
| against me? and where is the proof that sustains 
| them?’? How natural, in this state of facts, that 


war with Mexico, and while in the discharge of || the honorable Senator from Maine, and all who 


sympathize with him politically, should invoke 
the only power known to the Constitution to aid 
'in bringing to light and to the pubiic eye the 
charges upon which each officer had been behead- 
ed. And this step was not taken until after many 
of us, anxious to know what the files of the dif- 
| ferent Departments in this city contained against 
\| our respective constituents, were most compla- 
cently told, ‘* The Executive gives no reasons for 
1 his conduct. If you are permitted to see the data 
| upon which we act, be it known that it is rather a 
|, matter of favor and of grace than of right.” 
| The resolution offered by the Senator from Maine 
| under these circumstances was eminently proper, 
and the frank, open, and fair dealing of all parties 
are indebted to him not only for this resolution, 
| but still more for the zeal and ability with which 
| he has prosecuted his object. 

But, sir, there has been a change of circum- 
|| stances. A series of events have occurred in the 
'| history of this Government that no human agency 
|| could control, since the introduction of this reso- 
|| lution, which strips it of much of its original im- 
| portance. Yet, sir, it ought to be considered and 
acted upon. Those answerable for this national 
| breach of faith have passed from power. Not one 
| of that high court of impeachment, which sat in 
'| secret and acted upon ex parte testimony, and tes- 
_timony of the most interested character, remains 
|| in power to receive either the voice of approval or 
| condemnation at the hands of their countrymen. 
|| True, the honorable Senator from Ohio is spared 


but the Government would not order it. How- |! able Senator from Indiana has had a right to the || to us in another sphere yet a little while; and 
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that ill-fated Administration, of which he was so || the gold mines in Califorma. Here again we see 
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eorry, truly sorry, am I that he is willing to em- | seventy out of the one hundred men wn siation at || here; for I have inquired at the proper Depart- 
ploy any part of his acknowledged talents to the | Oregon City, who were placed there as a protection || ment, and the present incumbent can give me no 


ystification of such a policy as was pursued by | to the American citizens, deseried and started for || information on the subject. In order-that there 
, may be no mistake on this point, and that it may 


distinguished a member. No one knows better dispiayed that zeal and energy of character which | go to the country that there is no record evidence - 
than that Senator that removals and appointments has distinguished and marked General Lane’s |) against the conduct of General Lane as Territorial 

waa made throughout this Union, and in every | course from boyhood to manhood. He summoned || Governor of Oregon, but that it rests upon the 

State, on the sole ground that the incumbent was || the people, under the broad authority of lus office, |, statement of the Senator from Ohio alone, I will 

, Democrat, and the appointeea Whig. If the re- }' pursued at the head of the posse, and at the distance || read a letter which [ have in my possession, first 

movals and appointments thus made had been put || of one hundred miles captured and brought back |! premising that at the time General Lane was Gov- 

upon this ground, I do not believe there isa de- || to their quarters this recreant branch of tue army. | etnor of Oregon the duties of Governors of Ter- 

-anitated officer, the friend of such an officer, that But [| need not enlarge further on these points. | ritories, Indian agents, and similar officers, were 

would have uttered the voice of complaint. We All who know anything of the geographical posi- || under the supervision of the Department of the 

should have pointed to broken sledges and violated | ion of that ‘Territory and its condition, can appre- | Interior. There had been scnniiian of a conflict 

faith toa confiding people, an warn our country- ciate the dithculties and embarrassments that must between that Department and the Department of 
nell against a repetition of such scenes, on the | have surrounded any officer situated as General |} State as to which was entitled to the jurisdiction 

eround of their demoralizing tendency; but we Lane was. but, suppose General Lane had made a || of those officers. I understand that latterly it has 

should not have complained of the blow that sev- | report, which the honorable Senator says it was his || been settled in favor of the Department of State, 

ered the Democrats from positions under an ad- | duty to have done, of what service would such a || and therefore that became the proper place to 

ministration of opposite politics, But, when offi- || report have been to the Government? ‘There was || which I should apply for information. I applied 

cers have been removed under circumstances that || no mail service trom Oregon City during General || first to the Department of the Interior, and was 

seem to require explanation at the hands of those Lane’s administrauon. But two mails reached || told that there was nothing there against General 
who were actors in the work, and when the mon- || Oregon City from the States, and they were brought || Lane, and that if there was anything it would be 
strous defence is set up that our friends were dis- | from Astoria, a distance of one hundred and titty || found at the Department of State. | will now 
honest, unfaithful, and incompetent, a reply is || miles, at the cost of Judge Bryant, one of the terri~ | read the reply of the Secretary of State to a com- 
demanded from me and from every Senator who torial judges, and Governor Lane. but neither of || munication which I addressed to him: 

has had an honest constituent ae down. || these mais contained a line of instructions from }| DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

My friend from Iowa, (Mr. Dopeg,] in my ab- the Administration. Here, then, we find General | Wasninoton, December 28, 1850 
sence, in the course of this debate, (and I dash Lane, three thousand miles from the seat of power, Sir: In reply to your note or this morni: g, I have the 
in for bia. lef "General Le and || without funds, without instructions, without mais, || MMF © state that T have caused an examination to be 
him for his manly defence of General Lane an ae - ake baie eee tt eae ~""s || made of the proper files of this Department, and that no 
Colonel Weller,) said that the cases of these gen- || 4S 1t were, acting as Gov ernor, fndian agent, Com- || compiaimts or charges have been found therein “ against 
tlemen were cases of peculiar hardship, and he || mander of our army, Marshal—in short, doing a |} General Jeseph Laue, late Governor of the Territory of 
alled the attention of the Senate and of the coun- | little of everything; and it was well done. ‘Lhe || "a aye foe Rocddet you ded Cae 
“ . : * i ca Med aN “sho > ie ae fy am, Sir, respectiully, your obedient servant, 
try to the fact that no man had ever charged them | representatives of the people there knew how it was || ’ DAN’L WEBSTER. 
with the omission or commission of any official done, as | will presently show by certain resolu- Hon. Jesse D. Brieut, U. S. Senute. 
act bringing them within the pretended rule of the || Hons that were adopted unanimously by the ‘Ter- 
late Administration, and that these were cases of | ritorial Legislature. And yet, when it becomes | 
naked proscription. To this the Senator from || necessary to offer an apology, and to furnish an |, nothing on file in the proper Department against 
Ohio replied that the Senator from Iowa was mis- || excuse for the dismissal of such an officer from the | General Lane, and it is, as my friend from lowa 
taken. But it is perhaps proper that J should || public service, we are told that ‘* great complaint properly characterized it, an act of sheer, naked 
quote the Senator’s own language. In the course | Was made against him from the Territory, and 
of the debate upon this subject, on the 12th ultimo, || from the most authentic and reliable | sources, 
the Senator from Ohio said: || which the Executive ought to respect.’’ There- 

“The Senator also refers to two cases of removals, Gen- || fore, there Were reasons tor his removal, ‘‘as well | 
eral Lane, Governor of Oregon, and Colonel Weller, of || official as political. principles. 4 
oe ieetasnen: Te Ghote Faken Leertbecied ; Now, if there were official reasons existing JUs- Now, sir, in the absence of all direct informa- 
Lene ail report was made by him to the Department for a || fying the removal of General Lane, who would || tion from the proper Department, I ask any gen- 
very long time after his appoivtment. Great complaints |} probably, yes, certainly, know what those reasons || tleman here, it he knows of any other cause of 
were made against him from the Territory of Oregon, and || were? ‘The people ot Oregon. lo prove that General Lane’s removal to state it to the Senate. 


trom ae Pgaae Foe Ta oe ahdane cae See there were no reasons, I shail ask the Secretary of |} No awswer being given, permit me to state what I 
tive ought to respect. ere were, there eas or | , 4 § gi 
. I : believe to be true in this connection r specting the 


I suy, then, Mr. President, that so far as the 
records of the country are concerned, there is 


proscription; itis the hewing down of a public 
man, who had rendered important services to his 
country, for no other cause, for no other reason 
than that he was a faithful adherent to Democratic 


his removal, as well official as political.” \| the Senate to read a preamble ant resolutions 


Now, sir, as the Senator from Ohio was at the passed by the Legislative Assembly of the ‘Terri- basis of the alleged complaints against General 
time of General Lane’s removal at the head of that || ‘ory, after General Lane had been stripped of au- || Lane—anonymous letters to one of the New York 
department of the Government which had super- thority and become a private citizen again. hey papers, | mean the Tvibune, written, as 1 learn on 
vision of General Lane’s conduct as Governor of || Were passed, sir, when General Lane was absent | good authority, by a personal enemy of General 
Oregon and ex officio Superintendent of Indian || from the place of their sitting, when no other influ- Lane, made so, I believe, because General Lane 
Affairs, and as it was the duty of the honorable || &™°¢ could have operated than the promptings of | would not quietly submit to see him hold the office 
Senator to guard and protect the public interests honest hearts in a spirit of gratitude toward one |) of assistant Indian agent, draw the emoluments, 
as corinected with our Territories, I ask him to who came among them a stranger, and by his || and do no work. Beinga man of labor himself, 
specify any one act of General Lane’s, in either of faithful and exemplary course had proved himself he required all around him to follow his example. 
the capacities I have named, violative of the laws worthy of the high reputation he had brought with | This man was a Mr. Thornton, an itinerant tem- 
or any omission on his part to execute the laws, | him, and which he has ever enjoyed among those perance lecturer, who, from his history when last 
and generally to perform his duty, and his whole who have known him from boyhood to the pres- || in this city, taught upon the principle of ‘do as I 
duty. He had failed to make a report, says the | emt time. But, as the action of the people as ex- | say and not as I do.’’ He is the man, and the 
honorable Senator. What of that, sir? Why that oor through these resolutions, needs no em- only man, so far as I have heard, that ever uttered 
failure? And again, I say, show me the law re- ellishing at my hands, let them be read. a complaint against General Lane’s conduct while 


quiring a report every three months in an unor- a fem a — be ae or in the discharge of his various official duties in Ore- 
oud : , e it resolved by the Legisl«tive Assembly of the Terri- on. Those letters, embellished with the opinion: 
ganized agency. There is no such law. Agents | tory of Oregon, That the course of General Joseph Lane & : fe 


appointed to Indian tribes, where friendly rela- | as Superintendent of Indian Affairs, meets with their fallest and comments of one Horace Greeley, whose 
tions have been established, are required to report || approbation, and that his extraordinary energy in that de- || Dame isa by-word and a reproach throughout this 
quarterly as to their expenditures, but General || partment merits the thanks of the people of Oregon. That | country wherever bis paper and the opinions he 
: the just policy, coupled with the great firmness he has ex- romulgates through it are known, were the ‘ re- 
— had nothing to expend, and therefore he ercised towards the numerous tndian tribes within the Ter- fi bl oo”, d “ th tic’”’ infec 7 thick 
had nothing to report. General Lane was vested ritory, have secured the most peaceful relations with them, aegis authenuc = information Of WHich 
with enlarged discretionary powers. By the in- | and that few could have accomplished so successtully what |, General Lane was removed. ‘ 
structions which he received in October, 1848—and || his kindness, integrity, and firmness have done, to secure the Let these facts go to the country with the reso- 
they were the only instructions he received from | ae en ee Er cco Guaiiiain of vad cae ania , lutions of the Legislature of Oregon, and I, as one 
the date of his appointment to the day of his dis- |) as Governor of Oregon, he has uniformly acted with a view || Of the friends of General Lane, will be content, 
missal—he was directed to organize the Territory. || to the best interests of the whole people, and that his de- || as Ll am quite sure he will be, with the verdict 
It was a broad and comprehensive order. Asap | ™eanor in office has afiorded no ground of just complaint, | public a may award. Sir, there is nota 
plicable to such an area of wild country as Oregon, || cotiududs ond welds Wtlas of tne seogie? the best ex- || man in this Chamber, there is not a man of sense 
with such diversity of interests, it was a broad || Resolved, That they regret sincerely that the President || 10 the United States, who knows the facts of 
and indefinite authority; and I doubt if the Senator || of the United States has deprived the Territory of Oregon | this case, that does not believe the removal of 
from Ohio, with all his astuteness and powers of | of the future services of one so eminently useful, and whose | General Lane was, as the honorable Senator from 


. . 7 . - || usefulness was enhanced by the unbounded confidence of ; thal stented t ‘“ : 
interpretation, could set legal limits to it. This || the people over whom he was placed. lowa properly characterized it, ‘* a case of naked 


authority,as my colleague has well said, required || Resolved, ‘That the conduct of General Lane in his pri- proscription."’ It was the cutting down, under the 
Geneval Lane to cause an enumeration of all the | vate life has been such as to secure the warmest friendship | most unwarrantable circumstances, of an honest, 
white inhabitants there, and he had to do this i} of the people, and the purity of his private relations has not upright, qualified officer, merely because he was 








without any funds of the Government in hand to || peen ess than bis energy his teen ey Sante” || a Democrat. Was there a personal, unkind feeli- 
aidhim, For that purpose he used his own means, || 4 SAMUEL PARKER. President. ng existing towards General Lane on the part of 
and such money as he could borrow from the Passed 18th May, 1850. those who held the removing power? I am un- 
citizens, as IT am informed. Now, I ask who made complaints against Gen- | willing, sir, to believe that the late Executive of 

Again, sir: The, legislative and judicial depart- || eral Lane, what those complaints were, and to the United States would carry his private griefs 
ments were to be organized. Pending Governor || whom were they directed ? into the Executive mansion. I choose rather to 


Lane’s ceaseless efforts to bria: g order out of chaos, I feel that I have a right to ask this question || believe thas, like his illustrious predecessor, he 
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left them all outside. This is the liberal and | 
American view of this question. One of the great 
and leading attributes of a brave and gallant man 
is magnanimity. He desires to show tliose around 
him that he can forgive and forget; and hence I 
say that while the late Executive of the United 
States may have felt that he had reason to com- 
plain of the — and unreserved manner in 
which General Lane spoke of his report of the 
battle of Buena Vista, at least so much of it as 





related to his command—and I have no doubt’) 
his remarks were magnified and perverted to the | 


ear of the President—I will not bring myself 
to believe that, in a spirit of personal resent- 
ment, the Executive aimed a blow at General 
Lane. I prefer also to believe that when Gen- 
erai Taylor made the repeated promises that he 
would not make removals for opinion’s sake he 
meant to fulfill them. But when he made those 
pledges, little did he know of the “ outside pres- 
sure,’’ as it is called, in and about Washington 
city. Lattle did he know of the number of needy, 


| 
' 
| 


/earth, who has not by word, thought, and deed 





| 


| no applicant for the place, and was as much as- 


hungry expectants that would board the vessel at || 


New Orleans that was to bring him from Baton 
Rouge; that would pour on board at every town 
and —- wood pile between the place of embark- 
ation and the head of navagation of the Monon- 
gahela; that would follow him here by conches 
and railroads from every State in this Union, 
Little did he expect such a state of things as we 
all know existed then, had existed before, and 
will ever exist so long as parties remain orga- 
nized as they now are. Notwithstanding the 
committals made in the letters to which I have re- 
ferred, where is there a political teacher who took 
the. field in behalf of General Taylor and advo- 
cated the doctrine of ‘‘no proscription for opin- 
ion’s sake,’’ but will tell you, if he be a frank 
and candid man, that he did believe the sequel 


would prove just what has. taken place—an indis- | 


criminate removal of Democrats throughout the 
length and breadth of the land? Some—the more 
elevated and moderate—may tell you, ‘‘ We had 
not supposed the slaughter would have been any- 
thing like as general as it has been; we had not 
supposed eld and young, male and female, would 
have been stricken down; that at least the quiet 
interior cross-road postmaster and postmistress, 
and the daily laboring employees in the arsenals, 
dock-yards, custom-houses, and in the public 


rrounds @f the Capitol would have been spared.’? | 


ut there is no active partisan that will not say 
that he believed, before the election, what has taken 
place since, in reference to removals and appoint- 
ments would take place, and now he justifies it. 

Recollect, Mr. President, I am not complaining 
of the removal of my political friends, when that 
removal is made under the regular rules and arti- 
cles of political warfare. I complain of the pledges 
made to obtain the votes of the honest yeomanry 
of this country, and when their votes are obtained 
and the party is in power, that every pledge is 
violated, and all the evils of bitter party recrimi- 
nation and retaliation are again brought into action. 
There is a moral invealeied ial the history of the 
campaign of 1848 and the incidents which followed 
it, which is well worthy of the consideration of all 
good men of all parties. These pledges and this 
violation of them were a part and parcel of a sys- 
tem that has brought this country to the verge of 
ruin. 

The late crisis through which the country has 
just passed had its origin in an unscrupulous effort 
on the part of the Whig party to obtain power. 
The North and West—yes, the abused North and 
West—were visited by southern statesmen, and 
told in the most inspiring and eloquent language 
that they eschewed and diene the one-man 
power; that the will of the people should be the 
supreme law of the land; that if a majority of Con- 
gress passed an inhibitory statute on the subject 
of slavery, as applicable to our newly-acquired 
Territories, they had no doubt of its constitution- 
ality, and that one of the candidates, though a 
southern man, would not hesitate to approve such 
an enactment. And yet, when the period for 
action arrives, when these questions have to be 
settled, these faithless teachers, or those who rep- 
resent them, rise u 
legislation, would political heresy, and if at- 
tempted to be enforced, would be ipso facto a dis- 
solution of this glorious Unien. But how can the 
honest yeomanry of this country, in the free States, 
be censured under such a etate of things for the 


here and declare that such | 


| that time that the removal of General Lane would 
| strike the public ear most ungratefully, and that 
public opinion would not sanction it, particularly | 


'| words respecting the individual first appointed in 
‘the place of General Lane. 


| administration of his predecessor. I have no doubt 








| tenacity with which they have adhered to their 


opinions on. this subject? 

Fhave referred to this topic and made this di- 
gression, mérely and solely to warn the great party 
to which I belong from again being misled by the 
ayes song of ‘‘no-party,”’ or being seduced into 
the support of any candidate for the first office on 


pte himself a faithful disciple of the immortal 
efferson and Jackson; and to warn them against 
ever taking the promise of a political adversary in 
consideration of their votes. Mi experience proves 
that our country and her best interests suffer by 
infidelity to Democratic principles. 
Here, Mr. President, permit me to say a few 


He was my own 
townsman. He was politically opposed to me, 
but he was a gentleman, a man of acknowledged 
talent, a man of a high sense of honor. He was 


tonished to hear that it was offered to him under | 
General Taylor’s administration as General Lane 
was to hear that it was offered to him under the 


the honorable Secretary of the Interior believed at 
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| construttinn of Executive duty and 


| acted. 
| of Buena Vista there were complaints made of some of the 





Jan. 2, 
ee 
If he deserves that reputation, us I hope he does, it reflec: 
a degree of honor upon his native State. In reference tw 
his removal from office, I would et ote according to my 

xecutive self-respect 
theré was nd alternative left with the President 01 tj¢ 
United States but to remove him. Sir, if you were the 
President of the United States, or if I were the Presiden; 
neither of us, I am very sure, would hesitate to turn oyt 
froma position so highly honorable and responsible any 
individual who acted as 1 understand General Lane to have 
It will be remembered that as far back as the battle 








troops in the field. It seems to have been understood 
or inferred that Guneral Taylor codperated with those who 
expressed an opinion detrimental to the reputation of some 
of those troops. My recollection of this transaction jx 
this, and I may stand corrected by any gentleman who 
knows the facts better: that after the appointment of Gen 
Lane as Governor of Oregon, for which position all his 
qualifications may have fitted him, he made a publication 
| in an eminent degree vituperaiive of the late President o; 
the United States. My opinion is, that that publicatioy 
| went to the extent of impeaching the reputation of Gey 








in the State of which he was a citizen. I suppose 
he considered that the weight of the blow was to 
he lessened somewhat by selecting in his stead one 
of the acknowledged leaders of the Whig party in 
that State—a man who had always bared his arm 
and taken the field whenever Whig interests were 
at stake. But being a man of sagacity and a man 
of shrewdness, he very properly declined it, but he 
did not decline it until he came to this city. I will 


| venture to surmise in part what he said, and if I 


| Whig party had been struggling for ene in 
Indiana, with some hope of success, this b 


misrepresent him the honorable Senator from Ohio 
will correct me. I think he represented the re- 
moval of General Lane as one of the unfortunate 
acts of the Administration, and that while the 


ow 


dashed away all hope. Hence he very modestly 


| declined accepting the office. 


But when was this removal made? It was made 


| on the 8th of August, a few days after our annual 


elections were gver. And here I must give my 
honorable friend from Connecticut [Mr. Smit] a 
passing notice. He thought those elections of so 
much consequence that he addressed a written cir- 
cular to tha tending men of his party in that State, 
informing them that their prospect of appointment 
to office depended greatly on the number of Whigs 
they elected to the House of Representatives. He 


| told them that while General ‘Taylor was very 


friendly ares towards all good men of his par- 
ty, he could not furnish them all with place, and 
that the amount of patronage they received must 


| depend upon the strength they should give him in 


| Congress. 


| the circumstances, [ think, warrant the supposi- | 


They returned but one Whig. 
The removal of Gen. Lane was postponed until 
that election was over; and I will only suppose— 


' tion—that that postponement was made to pre- 


vent any prejudice to the cause of the Administra- 
tion in that State; for, had it been known at the 
time of that election that General Lane had been 
removed, under the circumstances under which 
that removal took place, | hazard nothing in say- 
ing that the cause of the Administration would 


_ have been greatly weakened. 


Having now disposed of so much of the re- 
marks of the honorable Senator from Ohio es re- 
lates to the removal of General Lane, and having 


| shown, I think, that there is really no data, no 
| evidence upon which to base the broad remark 


| Senator from Ohio for the course 
_ late Administration towards Gen. 


that he made, I conclude what I have to say in 
relation to General Lane’s conduct in Oregon. 
Now, sir, I pass to what was said by the hon- 
orable Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Man- 
eum.] That honorable Senator, not satisfied him- 
self, as I suppose, with the reasons given by the 
ursued by the 
ane, goes fur- 


| ther, and assigns another and a different reason, 


which, he says, if his information be true, was 
sufficient to authorize the removal of Gen, Lane. 
I will read an extract from the remarks of the 
Senator from North Carolina, delivered in this 
Chamber on the 18th ultimo: 


*€ He has been called the ‘Marion’ of the Mexican war. 


the presidential canvass, he made several public 


|| that o 
to the best of my recollection, he spoke in the most 


| Taylor as a private gentleman. 

‘“* Sir, I suppose that if any man, living or dead, in this 
country, Was above all imputations upon his personal honor 
or affecting his veracity, General Taylor had that character 
as high as any man ever known in this country, the Father 
of his Country alone excepted. If that impeachment of his 
veracity was made, it was such a reflection upon his per- 
sonal honor, and if he should have retained in an office so 
| high, dignified and responsible as the one held by General 

Lane, any individual that attempted to inflict such an inju- 
| ry upon him, he would have lost the respect of many of the 
best friends he had in the country. 

“* As to the report, I know nothing aboutit. As to Gen 
| eral Lane’s merits, [ am proud to think them very high, | 
would not remove a pebbie from the foundation on which 
he stands, so as to weaken his position betore the public. 
But nen of that peeuliar temperament, who can distinguish 
| themselves on the field of battle, may indulge in remarks 
that are highly reprehensible, and of which they would be 
| ashamed in their cooler moments. I put this matter upon 
this ground: if, in any publication of his, General Lane 
went to the extent of impeaching the honor of General 
Taylor as a private gentleman, upon the score of his ve 
racity, then the President owed it to himself, owed it to his 
position, owed it to his friends, owed it to a proper degree 
of self-respect, to dispense with the services of that efficer.”’ 

In reply to the honorable Senator from North 
Carolina, I stated, what I now repeat, after due 
| inquiry as to the facts, that General Lane made 
no publication against the integrity or veracity of 
the distinguished and gallant officer in command 
of the American troops at the battle of Buena Vista, 


After General Lane’s return home, and pending 





addresses to his fellow-citizens, some of which | 
had the pleasure of hearing, intended mainly as 
a defence of himself and his compeers in arms from 
his own State. Henever, to my knowledge, made 
a publication against General Taylor. He did not 
in his public addresses impeach the veracity of 

fhcer. Sir, I might say, in all truth, that, 


respectful manner of his general conduct as an of- 
| ficer and aman. There is one thing wherein he 
did complain of that officer, and that complaint 
was general among my constituency, and is yet @ 
cause of complaint with many. After General 

Taylor had made his report of the battle of Buena 
| Vista to the Secretary of War, no mention being 
made of the reasons which prompted the retreat of 
the second regiment of Indiana volunteers, General 
Lane called upon the Commanding General and 
asked a correction of his report in one particular. 
He informed General Taylor that, notwithstand- 
‘ing his men had stood a fire of twenty rounds; 





notwithstanding they had thirty-five shot down in 
| their ranks, and as many more wounded, and 
| many of them mortally, still they did not flinch or 
yield their ground until ordered to do so by the col- 
| onel of the regiment. Every person, I think, whe 
knew the position of that regiment, will say that 
the order ought to have been given long before 1 
to to have been; but when given, the men 


were bound by every rule of military discipline to 


obey. 

Phough not skilled myself in the art of war, 
and having no personal experience in the field, all 
my reading teaches me, all history proves, tha’ 


veterans and regulars will go out of action in per- 


fect order, and return again to the charge not ap 
parently dispirited by retreat, while volunteers, 
| equally as brave, often become panic-stricken, and 
retire in utter confusion, and generally all effort to 
rally them proves fruitless. Let it be borne 1 
mind that the second Indiana regiment had the 
| post of danger assigned them, as the result proves, 
'| from the number of witnesses left on the gronnd, 
\ which, as the honorable Senator from Mississipp! 
/on one oceasion said, ‘never lie.”? This regi 
| ment was stationed in advance of any other, facing 
a heavy battery, and in position to be raked 
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bliquely from the musketeers of the enemy. || check his advance. Every gap in the Mexican ranks was | “ Andin conclusion, the court find that throughout the ev- 

oa them were on the field for the first oon || closed as soon as made. On looking round atthis moment, || gagement and through the whole Colone! Bowles 


j F | I discovered that the tremendous cross-fire of the enemy | evinced no want of personal Courage or bravery, but that he 
they were mostly young men; and yet they stood, i had forced the regiment ordered to my support to fall back. | did manifest a want of capechty and judgment as & com- 


facing fearful odds as to numbers; exposed to a | Deemu it useless to remain alone, and sacrifice my pieces || mander.’’ 
| needlessly, I waited till the enemy came still closer, and 


: a > a: 

front and a —_ _ —_ iene — but || ave the order to limber up and retire. | found that all the I repeat, sir, that when General Taylor made his 
advancing, unt they had discharg twenty || horses and all the cannoniers of the Mexican four-pounder || report to the Secretary of War, the court of in- 
rounds, and lost thirty-five killed and as many | were either killed or disabled. The other pieces were in || uiry had not been held, and it was not known 
wounded. Sir, there was not a coward heart beat || but little better condition. I suceseded, however, in with- || a the order had been given to “‘ retreat.”” If he 


; : 3 4 : , , | drawing them, and retired to our line. On arriving there : : 
in the breast of one of those men. Overcome by |) Thai noc a cannonier to work the guns—all had been dis. || had known the facts which were subsequently dis- 


the brute foree of numbers, unsupported at the || apted or killed. Finding it impossible to replace them, || clesed, I do not believe that he would have made 
time by other regiments, they still fought on, until || either from the other batteries or from any other source, { || such a report. After the court of inquiry had sat, 
ordered to retreat, and the order given, once, | Was compelled to join your battery, which was guarding | General bine went to General Taylor and desired 
twice, yea, thrice, as the testimony before the me mre be ae We SO him to make a supplemental report, but he refused 
court of inquiry proves, before the regiment gave || _ Now, sir, it must be remembered that at the || to make any correction, for what reason I am not 
way. Had they retreated in order, instead of | time General Taylor made his report, and at the | informed. "Then General Lane did complain of 
confusion, they would have received, as I contend time General Lane made his, it was not known General Taylor and vindicated the men under his 
they now merit, honor, for having done their duty || that an order to retreat had been given to the sec- | command. But I believe the Senator from North 
as valiantly as any men on that battle-field. The || ond Indiana regiment, The impression prevailed | Carolina ismistaken in supposing thatGeneral Lane 
confusion was not the fault of the men, but re- that these men had broken ground without any assailed General Taylor’s veracity or his integrity 
sulted from the unskilfulness of the officer who | order fromany officerincommand. General Lane, | and that he said nothine that afforded a good 
ordered the retreat. for the purpose of setting himself and his com- || peason for his removal. ? 

As to the conduct of General Lane on that oc- | mand right before the country, preferred charges Sir, I will not trouble the Senate with further 
casion, | am content to read the opinion of those || against Colonel W. Bowles, of the second Indiana || testimony on the subject. General Lane stands 
who witnessed it, and those whose duty it was to | volunteers, and a court of inquiry was called, at || vindicated before the world. Follow him from the 
make it a part of the history of the battles. I | Colonel Bowles’s emma to investigate his con- | time he entered the enemy’s country until he 
will only refer to the reports of General Taylor | duct in the battle of 23d February, 1847, between || turned his back upon a conquered foe, and you 
and General Wool, and point to the evidence he | the forces of General Taylor and General Santa | find a series of sekdewensuens worthy the flag he 
bears on his person. No man, I believe, has ever || Anna, in Mexico. That court was ordered on the | defended. and not excelled by any officer, old ox 
breathed a suspicion against his courage and bra- 12th of April, 1847, and it was composed of Colo- || young, above or below his rank, in the regular or 
very, even to daring. nel Bissell, of the second [Illinois volunteers; Colo- || yolunteer army. I know what! say on this point. 

In relation to the conduct of the second Indiana | nel Wetherford, of the first Illinois volunteers, | | measure my words well, after having traced a 
regiment I will read from the official report of | and Lieutenant Colonel: McCook, third Ohio vol- || history of his campaigns from thie time he entered 
General Taylor, dated ‘* Headquarters, Army of || unteers; and Second Lieutenant Franklin, of the || Mgxico until he left it. The picture is not too 
Occupation, Agua Nueva, March 6th, 1847:’’ Topographical Engineers, was appointed Judge highly colored. Others may have figured more con 

“The second Indiana and second Illinois regiments | Advocate. By that court of inquiry much tes- spicuously in print and lithographically; but when 
formed this part of our line, the foriner covering three pieces timony was taken. I will read an extract from jt gomes to an active practical use of courage 
of light artillery, under the command ot Captain O’Brien— the testimony of Lieutenant Colonel Haddon, of eso. bétie, mencle, and mind: 1 set ue General 
Brigadier General Lane being in the immediate command. |, d Indi ~chenenens. teehee ie enersy» 9 MUBCIC, res, Maothoe Pt tee 
In order to bring his men within effective range, Genefal | “1 Second Indiana volunteers, to show that the | Jy Pane as a competitor for any prize of which 
Lane ordered the artillery and the second Indiana regiment order to ** cease firing and retreat’? was given: American patriotism may prompt the offer. These 
‘‘ The regiment had stood firing upon the enemy twenty | remarks I have deemed due the subject and the 


forward. ‘The artillery advanced within musket range of a 

heavy body of Mexican infantry, and was served against it | o, thirty . , » ; : os . 
’ ’ , : r thirty minutes, | should think, when I made a turn near 4 Ty re } 

’ sat effe v > . . : ; "cas ‘ ve b de in no spirit of 
with great effe ct, but without being able to chee k its ad- || the centre of the regiment to go to the right, and, while riding occasion I hey have been mad u pr ; 
vance. The infantry ordered to its support had fallen back | to the sieht. I heard a command given to ‘cease firing,’ unkindness towards any one, but in vindication of 
in disorder, being exposed, as well as the battery, not only — which I judged to be from Colonel Bowles. I castmyeye history, as connected with the n@me of General 
to a severe fire of small arms from the front, but also to & | towards Colonel Bowles, (he was about ten paces from | Lane and his companions in arms, who néed no 


murderous cross-fire of grape and canister froma Mexican | me.) and heard him give the ¢ ‘cease firing :? 
- : sane ; eat ; >) @ ‘ give the command, ‘ cease firing: . . a) is ‘ 
battery on the left. Captain O’Brien found it impossible to ayain, while I was looking at him, and immediately after defence where they are known. 


retain his position without support, but was only able to || wards. the command to ‘retreat.’ ” Mr. EWING. Iam very well content, Mr. 
withdraw two of his pieces, all the horses and cannoniers 7 : a President, with the two cases which the honorable 
of the third piece being killed ordisabled. The second in- Without reading all the charges and specifica- . 


Se . , 
diana regiment, which had fallen back as stated, could not | tions, I will read an extract from the opinion of eee eee Tate ed to. oma 
. j : i i » - ° wo eco ? p Z ! tists 
be rallied, and took no further part in the action, except 4 the court thereon, after hearing the testimony: propriety of the course of the late ministration 


handful of men, who, under the galiant Colonel Bowles, with respect to the removals made. I agree that 


joined the Mississippi regiment, and did good service, and ** The Court, after diligently and faithfully inquiring into fairy cngea: F ‘ j 
those fugitives who, at alee period in the day, assisted in || the matter, report, from the evidence given, the following they are fair cases; that both of them present fair 
defending the train and depot at Buena Vista.” as the facts ot the case, and their opinion thereon : ane belonging. as 3 om - ene classes ; 
: ~Y “ SraTEMENT OF Facts.—In reference to the first charge an undertake to say that | shall be able to sat- 
r r « y > ¥: - - . , . 
ba ; hi wtb ay OPE A es Oe OED | appears from the evidence that Colonel Bowles wasigno- || isfy the Senate—as | trust I have already—not 
ane himseul : rant of the company, battalion, and brigade drills. And that : 


‘ r . ° 

“The men under my command actually discharged eighty | the manceuvre of the evening of the 22d February, indicated | only that Colonel Weller was very properly re- 
and some ninety rounds of cartridges at the enemy during | in the third specification of that charge, was indicative of moved, but that General Lane was also very prop- 
the day. The second regiment of my command, which | ignorance of the battalion drill. erly removed. I did not expect this question to 
opened the battle on the plain in such gallantstyle, deserves ‘In relation to the second charge, it appears from the | come up to-day; and documents which ? shall have 
“ passing remark. I shall attempt to make no apology for evidence before the court that Colonel Bowles gave the or- || ae y f in the } d f h 
their retreat, for it was their duty to stand or die to the last || der ‘ cease firing, and retreat ;’ that General Lane was pres- |, OCCASION to refer to are in the hands of another 
man, until they received orders to retire; but I desire to call || ent, and that he had no authority from General Lane to Senator not now present. If the documents were 
your ae to one fact connected with this — Pi Noa give such order. Fs . present, and I had expected that this ¢ase would 
remained in their position in line, receiving the fire of three ‘It also appears that Colonel Bowles retreated after hav- ¥ : AW 
or four thousand infantry in front, exposed at the same time || ing given sucit command, but that he did not shamefully || + eae oe I should hav th “— a a -” 
on the left flank to a most desperate raking fire from the || run away from the enemy, nor did he hide himself in any | P®Y My respects to the Senator from indiana 


enemy’s battery, posted within point blank shot, until they | ravine from the enemy or from his regiment. to-day. I find it necessary, however, to ask that 
had deliberately discharged twenty rounds of cartridges at “<It appears, too, that Colonel Bowles dismounted from || the further consideration of the subject may be 
the enemy.’’ his horse in rear of his regiment; but there is no evidence i ; 


: tponed until Monday next. I move, therefore 

F ; > hat he did s tect himself from t || poem “ , 

U will call the attention of the Senate to an exc | {thew tar he di oo protect nimalf om te ene | Lor bes ootnomed and nade Une aerial order fo 
tract from the report of Captain O’Brien, to show _ making the regiment leave its position, but the court does | that da 


the position in which the Indiana regiment was || not find that he had been ordered particularly to maintain Mr. BRADBURY. I shall not object to the 
laced. e says: and defend it. . 
P aapenge “ Opinion.—With reference to the first charge the court postponement, although I hope the Senator from 


“On the morning of the 22d instant I_ was placed on the | jg of opinion that Colonel Bowles is ignorant of the duties of | Ohio will not charge me with neglecting to press 
momen plain _— afterwards became the battle ground, | eojonel, but would remark that ill health, and absence on | the resolution. 
command of three pieces of light artillery, viz: one || aceount of ill health, have in some degree prevented him | Mr. EWING. Oh, no; notatall. I will say 


twelve pounder, one six-pounder gun, and one four-pounder | froin fitting himself forthe duties of that office. The court |! . 
Mexican gun. No opportunity was offered for the use of | j, of opinion that at the time Colonel Bowles gave the order | nothing more about that. (Laughter. ] 


these pieces until the morning of the 23d instant, when I ¢retreat? he was under the impression that the artillery had The motion to postpone was agreed to. 


pushed the howitzer close to the mountain and fired a few || retreated. when in fact the battery at the time had gone to mag! 
shells at a body of Mexicans that were advancing along its | an advanced stellt, undes sha: eaten of Gestenk Lane, CALIFORNIA LAND TITLES. 


sa haere * get Eeracon of en a ace ume which orders had not been communicated to Colonel || Mr. GWIN moved to postpone the special 
ar Which our troops were then posted. Finding the ele- || "les? 7 , ‘ Se ul 3 

vation distance so great as to cause some of my shots to be Tar ; ; || orders of the day p and sane Pi enone La he 
wasted, I discontinued the fire and moved my batteryto |, I suppose, Mr. President, that that disastrous || ascertain and settle the oe ane CAuns me 
the position assigned it in line. During this time a battery || eyent was to be attributable to this fact. These || State of California, with the amendments reported 


of heavy Mexican artillery was playing against me, at such | 


, , : i , j I thereto. 

a distance that it was impossible for me to attemptto return | MEM, 4S the tesumony shows, ‘were doing their . 

ite fire. Soon after this I was directed by Brigadier Gen- | duty. sey had not flinched at any point, but || The motion was agreed to. i psi 

pe Lane 2 mere ny gee forward in eran tocheck the | they mistook the movement of the battery which || Mr. aa pone to ae . inserting in the 
advance of some lancers, who were reported to be coming they had been supportin 3d section, 7th line, the words following: 

up the ravine nearest the enemy’s line. Th i- |} y PP ¥ . inci y j 

hens of Indiana volunteers oon ordered to sapperaes” All who know anything of the history of that || ‘And the principles, so fas 20 Shey axe epmbeebip whine 


“On arriving at the point indicated, I found myself within | battle know that it was the artillery that saved the || recognized by the act of Congress, approved May 23, 


; : 828 titled ‘An act supplementary to an act or severs! 
musket range of about. three hundred Mexican inf t oval of that 1628, enti : 
while their battery, three kundred yatda on my ich wat fortunes of the day. I say the rem acts providing for the settlement-and affirmation of private 


: | battery at the time, and under the circumstances, || land claims in Plorida.’ ” 
peste ae be Cosorene heteby eed okie Santee: | and the not communicating that fact to the officer| Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, I will state briefly 
mendous effect, Every shot, whether canister or shell, | in command of that regiment, waa the sole cause || my teasons for proposing thisamendment. In the 
ee ame Coney wovente & * back. I ~y of that disaster; for the history and conduct of the || first place, the act of the 22d May, 1828, revives 
forced, until, in fact. I eit his hiafa body pressing Gs Uae. regiment up to that time prove that they did their || the act of the 26th May, 1824, passed in reference 
The pieces were admirably served, but failed any longer to |, duty as valiantly as any mer. to land elaims in Missouri and Arkansas. This 
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a : : 
bill provides, in the seventh section, that the Su- 
preme Court, in acting on cases taken to that tri- 
bunal, shall be governed by the principles of the 
act of the 16th May, 1824, so far as they are ap- 
plicable. I wish also the action of ghe commis- 
sioners and the District Court, as well as the Su- 
preme Court, to be in accordance with the princi- 
ples of this act, so far as they areapplicable. But 
then another important provision is the act of 23d 
May, 1828, which 1 wish to have revived and en- 
forced before the Board of Commissioners and 
District Courts, in part repealing portions of the 
act of 26th } ay 1824, and also extending the 
power conferred by it. These provisions are 
contained in sections eight, nine, and eleven of 
the iaw. Section eight repeals the onerous pro- 
visions of the law of 1824, which required the 
claimant to pay the costs of appeal when the de- 
cision given was in his favor; also, that poruon of 
the laws requiring ‘‘claimants to make adverse 
claimants parties to their suits, or to show the 
court what adverse claimants there may be to the 
land claims of the United States.’’ Section nine 
limits the appeal to claims that exceed a league 
square, unless the Attorney General thinks the 
decision of the court below to be erroneous. Sec- 
tion eleven makes it lawful for the President to 
employ assistant counsel, if in his opinion the 
public interest shall require it. This I consider a 
very necessary provision of this bill, when we 
take into seudienien the immense amount in 
issue in some of the claims that we know will be 
contested. The ablest counsel in America will be 
employed by the claimant, and the district attogney 
may find it impossible to do justice to the interests 
of the United States in these cases and perform 
the other indispensable duties of h soffice. It isa 
discretionary power given to the President, and he 
will be responsible if he exercises it without ne- 
cessity, thus increasing the public expense. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. BENTON, Mr. President, I propose to 
offer an amendment to the bill which has been 
presented by the Senator from California, [Mr. 
Gwiy,] which is, to strike out the whole of that 
bill, and substitute a totally different system. Of 
my intention to do this I gave notice at the last ses- 
sion. I then also stated to the Senate that since 
the barbarous times when Great Britain was con- 
quered by William the Conqueror, and when all the 
lands of the country were considered as belonging 
to the conquerors, and especially in the age in which 
we live, there never had been an instance of a coun- 
try, conquered by arms or ceded by authority, in 
which the land titles of the whole -country were 
arraigned in a mass, making the whole invalid 
until proved to be good, I stated that to be a 
omer unknown in the civilized world at this 

ay. And | then stated that I regretted that such 
a principle had been permitted to take root in the 
United States, as in the case of the Louisiana and 
Florida land ttles; and I stated my regret that the 
gentlemen from California who have brought this 
bill, should have felt themselves so far influenced 
by what was being done in the cases of Louisiana 
and Florida as to conform to the idea of bringing 
in a board of commissioners, before whom all the 
titles of the country are to be arraigned, and to be 
held invalid, and to continue to be held invalid until 
they run the gauntlet of three different lawsuits; 
for the gauntlet is to be run, and, in every ease 
and every time, before a tribunal appointed by the 
United States Government itself, which the other 
party have not the right even to object to, which 
they would have in a trial at law in the selection 
of a jury. 

I took occasion then to bring before the Senate 
this case, and I stated that such a principle as that 
applied to California or New Mexico, would be 
perfectly equivalent to a general confiscation of. 
landed property in the country, and that of the 
two it would be more merciful at once to pass an 
act of general confiscation, so as to-permit the peo- 
_ to go to work in some other way to obtain 
and, and to save the expenses, anxieties, and, | 
believe I may say, the horrors of going through 
three lawsuits for their property, and one of these 
lawsuits three thousand miles from where they 
live. I brought before the Senate and the country 
as slrongly as I could at the last session, and at 
least supported an amelioration in that one of the 
plans which was laid before the Senate, which un- 
dertook to make the first decision in favor of the 


claimant valid against the United States. I thought |; 
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myself that it was but a small matter when the Uni- 
ted States have bronght up claimants before a board 
of its own constituting, men appointed by them- 
selves and paid by themselves, and when this board 


had given a decision in favor of aclaimant, that it | 


should stand. But the substitute which is before 
us goes the whole length of running the gauntlet of 
three trials. And what must be the result? It 
must be that the claimant, except in some great 
cases, and cases in which probably some American 
is arraigned—so much are the French and Spanish 


afraid of lawsuits—that the parties will surrender | 


their claims rather than undertake to defend them 
through three lawsuits. I have deemed it particu- 
larly hard to apply these principles to any people, 
and especially to the people of California, who were 
induced by the most liberal assistance on the part 
of the Crown of Spain to go there and accept these 
lands as a gracious gift. ‘The people were induced 
to go there, sir, and accept these lands as a gra- 
cious gift; they were offered great inducements to 
accept of them. They received assistance from 


the Crown of Spain, or from the Government, in | 


taking possession of the lands, and cultivating 
them, besides direct aid; and afterwards they were 
exempted from contributions for a certain number 
of years—even from the payment of church tithes, 
a religious obligation; and military stations— 
presidia, as they are called—Presidia in the Latin 
—were established for the purpose of protecting 
the settlers in their rights. 

Now, sir, these people, after having been in- 
duced to accept these lands as a gracious gift, after 
having been paid to accept them, and being ex- 


empt from contributions for several years, in the || 
course of events fall under the dominion of the | 


United States; and at the same moment when we 


| with two strokes of the pen pass off ninety-five | 
| millions of acres of public land—call it a hundred || 


millions—for the odd five millions will be made up 
in counterfeits—equal to four States as large as the 


State of Ohio, all gone in two acts—at this moment | 


these threefold trials are to be brought against the 


people of California, to take away the lands which | 
they were induced to accept from the Crown of | 
Spain, and which they have held for one, two, | 


and three generations. 
Sir, the Crown of Spain was a despotism, but 


there are some respects in which it was the kind- | 
est and most paternal of Governments, and one of | 


these was in giving land to every citizen according 


to his pursuit and station iy life. If he was in a | 


town or village he received a portion of land of a 
certain number of varas square—a vara is a little 
less than a_ yard, or three geometrical feet—and 
they gave him an outlet in the common. That 
was for an inhabitant of a village or pueblo. After 
that, they gave to farmers larger tracts—from one 
league to eleven—which were proper for cultivation, 
taking care that they should have land, if there was 
such, which was cultivable and fit for cultivation by 
rain which fell upon it. Others cultivated by irriga- 
tion, and where water was necessary the water was 


divided so that every one should have his propor- | 


tion. These lands were called irrigable lands, and 
the others which were watered by rain were called 
de temporal. Besides that, they gave ranchos, for 
raising cattle, consisting of large districts, but not 
quite as large as were formerly given in these 
colonies; not quite as large as Maryland gave 
Lord Calvert, or Pennsylvania gave to il- 
liam Penn: but what seems to be large com- 
pared to our forty-acre grants. They gave lands, 
sir, and it is curious that there were more mini- 
mums than maximums. It ‘was more frequent 
that the grant declared that the grant should not be 
less than it should not be more; and under the limi- 
tation of more, theordinary grant for the purposes 
of raising stock or for a rancho, was eleven sitios. 
A sitio was one league square, and this was the 
maximum which a colonial or local authority could 
grant. 

The Spanish Crown throughout Spanish Amer- 
ica, besides all those inducements to get settlers, 
had a class of settlements to be made by what 
the Spanish law calls an empressario, which may 


be translated contractor, and this contractor | 


was to. receive a large compensation in land for 
procuring persons to eome and settle on the 
and. Usually a large district was appropriated 
to the contractor, out of which he was to grant so 
much to every setder, and then he was to have 
five sitios, five tracts of one league square, for every 
hundred families that he could get to settle upon 
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|| the land. So anxious was the —— Govern. 


_ment to forward the settlement, that, so far fron, 
selling the land to the settler, it was not only Steen, 
to him, but he was induced to take it by Bile 
given to the poor in the way of exemption from, 
tithes to the church, as well as from contributions 
for a certain number of years; and then, after a)! 
there would be a class of contractors employed te 
get people to go and settle there, paying them 
_ the rate of five leagues square for every hundred 
|| families procured to settle upon the land. 
Now, sir, when we have got possession of such 
a people as this, how strange it is to find ourselyes 
arraigning at once every title, holding every ti). 
| to be a fraud against the United States, untif thes» 
parties shall prove in three different courts, anq 
/one of them the Supreme Court of the Unites 
States, that they were not frauds against the Up). 
| ted States. 

Mr. President, when was California settleq: 
About the time of the commencement of our Reyo. 
lution. I speak of Upper California, not the penin. 
sula, which was settled long before that day. By; 

| I speak of that California which is now ours. |; 
was settled contemporaneously with the breaking 
' out of our Revolution, about contemporaneously 
with the settlement of Kentucky. Now suppose 
/acase which might be analogous: suppose Ken, 
tucky had either just now been acquired by us by 
cession, or that she had joined us as Texas did, 
| or that she had been ceded to us by some foreign 
| power. In either case suppose any power should 
| undertake to enforce upon Kentucky what we 
| now propose to undertake to enforce upon.Califor- 
nia, requiring every citizen to go before a tribunal 
and make good his title to his land, and then go 
before another tribunal and make it good there, 
and after that make him come before the Supreme 
Court of the United States, and if he did not make 
it good in all three cases, take away his land and 
give it to the public. Suppose we undertake to do 
such a thing as thatin Kentucky—all the time em- 
loying lawyers to attack his title. Sir, we would 
Lave a revolt in which the men of Kentucky would 
whip these United States. Thatis what we would 
have. Yes,sir, they would whip the United States, 
the whole of them. I say then, sir, that sucha 
system as this cannot be carried out, except it is 
against a feeble people, too feeble to resist; such 
as may be unable to resist the power of those who 
want their substance and may be crushed by the 
Government. It cannot be done with respect to 
|, any other people than those thus situated. 
| ‘The question comes up for the United States to 
decide, whether or not they will undertake to go 





against the interests of the people of California in 
that way. There may be a hundred thousand 
eople there for aught I know, who are without 
and, and want land, and some, but surely not 
many, may be willing to take the land of the few 
old settlers. The United States is strong enough 
to crush every man within the State of California, 
and that people cannot help themselves. The only 
resource which they have is that which I have 
‘| seen too many have recourse to in the State of 
| Missouri, when harassed by such boards as the 
| United States have established; boards who pay 
court to the Federal Government, insuring their 
| own promotion by raising the cry of frauds against 
| the United States in grants made before the United 
| 
| 


States were born. That is what we have seen 

there. Sir, the question has to come up, and | 

mean to make it before the American people, 
| whether or not the old settlers of California are to 
|| be served in that way. I do not care how few 
| they are who have claims now, or how many they 
|, are who want their property; I for one mean to 
|| make a stand for them, and not put them to the 
|| resource of flying to obtain new grants of land from 
| Mexico, as I have seen them do, with curses and 
_ execrations upon the American Government, tell- 
ing them to take the land which the King of 
| Spain had given. I want to see whether the 
United States is going to sustain them. I! mean 
to bring up the question, that it may be fully 
and entirely settled. Mr. President, 1 say that 








no people, unless they are entirely too weak to 
|| fight, would submit to what we propose, and some 
who have been too weak to fight, have revolted 
| under such circumstances; nay, under a slight 
| suspicion that such things were to be forced upon 


} 
| them. Sir, the most terrible- revolt ever seen 10 
| 
{ 


'| the annals of the human race, perhaps, was that 
which occurred in October, 1799, in the city of 
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1851. 


Cairo, a revolt against the power of the French. 
That was a revolt which raged during four days, 
when the French were assailed in their houses, 
many of whom were killed, and which required 
the artillery force of the greatest general in Eu- 
rope to quell it. What did it come from? It 
came from merely a request to the people to 
vive in a list of their titles in order that they 
might be registered. This was in consequence 
of an intention on the part of one of the great- 
est generals and greatest statesmen to elevate 
them, by causing the titles to be registered for the 
purpose of raising them to the dignity of the 
feudal tenure in Europe, which would be an ad- 
vantage to the landholders of Egypt; for at that 
time they held them not by a feudal tenure, to be 


forfeited by treason to the sovereign, but they || 


held them at the mere will and pleasure of the 
sovereign, who reclaimed them when he pleased 
without assigning any reason. The design of the 
intendant Pousstelgue, who conceived the plan, 
who was an able man, was to raise the dignity of 
these titles to that of the feudal tenure, so that 


they could be forfeited only for treason. General | 


Bonaparte, who was the greatest statesman as well 
as the greatest general, hesitated a long time before 
he consented. He knew the danger of touching 
titles, and feared to alarm the people by merely 
proposing registration, and that for their own ad- 
vantage. Everything turned outas that great man 
feared. ‘The people looked upon that call to regis- 
ter their titles as worse than taxation. The great- 


est revolt ever known sprung out of that, and by | 


one single city. The great general might have 
exterminated them, but he pitied them, and gave 
peace, and did not put one single individual to 
death, after the revolt was shed; for he knew they 
were alarmed to the deepest extent, and he knew 
there was an excuse for them, and that they had 
suffered enough without putting any of them to 
death. Now, if the people of Cairo were in Cali- 
fornia, and if we proposed to register their titles 
even, it might bring on a revolt; but the people of 
California may not revolt. They are but a few; 
their resource will be to fly from the country, 
and that will be done. 

Mr. President, what must be the effect on the 
people of California when the news of such a 
rocedure has arrived among them? What must 
be the effect upon the people who have been some 
three generations in possession of their land, when 
they find they have to run the gauntlet of three 
lawsuits, and have the sreatest lawyers employed 
against them, as many as the wealth of the United 
States can engage to try them before American 
tribunals ? What can be their feelings, except that 
their whole property is to be immolated? All they 
have to do is to give it up at once, for nothing 
would remain to them but disturbance, discourage- 
ment, and despair, throughout all that part of Cal- 
ifornia which we have acquired. We are strong 
enough to crush them at once. Shall we do so? 
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plan isto collect the evidence upon which the claims | 
rest; and for that purpose to appoint a recorder of 
land titles, who, upon due notice, and by going to 
every part of the country, shall call upon the peo- 
ple to give the evidence of all their titles, giving him 
the original papers for the purpose of taking a 
copy of them, which he shall record. After he has 
thus got copies of all the titles collected, which 
may be done perhaps in a single season, he is to 
make out an abstract and send it here to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, for the Government 
to examine and ascertain the title to every claim. 
Then, in conjunction with the district attorney, he 
is to examine over all these claims, and in cases, 
where he shall conclude the titles are invalid for 
any cause, no matter what, the recorder of land 
titles and district attorney shall cause scire facias to 
be issued against the party whose title shall be im- 
peached, and he shall be required to come into 
court and give reasons why it shall not be can- 
celled. In that way the impeachment of titles will 
be confined to cases in which one, or both officers 
| shall decide that there are some reasons for ques- 
| 


tioning their validity. The plan proceeds to secure 
to those who occupied certain classes of property in 
small parcels in the possession of it at once, with- 
out being subjected to the chances of a scire facias 
against them. In the first settlement of California, 
by a special decree of the captain general of the in- | 
ternal western provinces of Mexico, four leagues 
| Square were given to the inhabitants of the towns 
|| for their lots. These four leagues belong to them 
thus measured—two leagues every way. My bill 
provides that these four leagues shall be confirmed 
| to these people without bringing each one of them 
| to fight for his little lot, for so many varas, so many 
| yards square. ; 

| My bill provides that, upon the trial of this 
| seire facias, if the decision goes in favor of the 
| claimant, it shall be conclusive against the United 
States in all cases but one. There is one single 
| case in which it is not to be conclusive by my bill, 
and in which there may be an appeal to the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, and that is the 
case of Colonel Frémont. 

Whatever I have done upon this subject I have 
done disinterestedly—acting, as I believe, justly 
towards a people who cannot help themselves. In 
whatever Mr. Frémont has done he has been dis- 
| interested—acting in a manner which he thought 
was just to the people of the country which we 
| have acquired; and it is not his intention, nor is it 
my intention, that there shall be any pretext for 
impeaching his disinterestedness or mine. My 
bill therefore provides for an appeal to the Su- 
| preme Court of the United States in every case 
where the decision is in favor of Colonel Frémont, 
but forbids all such appeals against others. I now 
offer my amendment, and ask that it may be 
printed. 

The motion to print was agreed to. 





We are strong enough to make them fly. Shall 
we do so? Thatis the question. 

We have presented to our minds, in some of the 
public prints, the idea of possessions in the hands 
of private persons in California worth millions— 
hundreds of millions. When these hundreds and 
hundreds of millions come to be weighed and 
measured, I apprehend they will be found to be 
but a poor remnant of these immense sums. 

I intended, as I gave notice at the last session 
that I should do it, to bring forward some plan 
different from all that have been proposed. There 
was then passing through my mind a plan which 


I have drawn up, and which I think has some sys- 


tem in it, some equity in it, and which, if it can 


be properly explained to the people of the country, 
will save them from that alarm, agitation, and des- 
pair, into which ae must be thrown —s 

en 


the apprehension o 


having their property ta 
from them. 


lawsuit to test our title. 


rest until his title was made secure. 


are going to strike a whole province, a people who 
speak a different language, a people of different re- 
ligion, and lately brought ead 
the power of the oneal 

To prevent this I have brought forward a plan 
whieli has some system. The first feature of the 


Let any one of us be informed that 
a hole has been picked in the title by which we 
hold our property at home; that we are to have a 
Every one thus situated 
would quit his station here in this Chamber, and 
go home at once to attend to it; and he would not 


But here we 


our dominion by 


Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, when I called up 
this bill a few days ago, the Senator from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Benton] is reported to have made the 
following statement: 

‘Upon looking into the amendment, I believe that when 
the time comes that there is a full Senate—for the bill re 
quires a full Senate to attend to it—I shall! be able to show 
that the effect of the bill will be to violate our treaty with 
Mexico; to violate the law of nations; to violate the proc- 
lamation of Commodore Stockton ; to violate the capitula- 
tion at Monterey ; and the effect of it will be to despoil the 
old inhabitants of California of their lands.” 

The Senator in his speech to-day has proceeded 
to substantiate these charges against the bill, with 
what success I will leave to the Senate and the 
country to decide after the discussion closes. 

Before proceeding to reply to the Senator’s re- 
marks, I wish to call the attention of the Senate 
to the personal bearing of the charges brought 
against the bill by the Senator in the extract I 
have read. The amendment to my colleague’s 
(Mr. Fremont] bill, adopted by the Senate in 
Committee of the Whole, and now before us for 
our action, was presented by me after full con- 
sultation with my colleagues in the other House, 
[Messrs. Gusert and Wriecur.} It therefore 
presents the views of the delegation from Califor- 
nia, except my colleague, [Mr. Fremonrt,] and for 
the principles it embodies we are responsible to 
our constituents and to the country. It may be 
proper to remark, that prior to our election my 
colleagues (Messrs. Wricnt and Girsert) and 
myself declared our opinions in favor of this mode 
of settliug private land claims in California, and 
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especially that important provision granting both 
the claimant and the United States the right of ap- 
peal for final adjudication to the Supreme Court of 
the United States. These were our opinions openly 
and boldly avowed before we were elected. What 
was the opinion of my colleague [Mr. Fremont} 
before his election may be inferred by the follow- 
ing extract from a letter addressed by him to his 
personal and political friend, Major Jacob R. Sny- 
der, which was freely circulated among the mem- 
bers of the Legislature and through the country, 
before the Senatorial election took place: 

“*T regard the claim to the Mariposa in the same light as 
any other vested right. It was a purchase fairly made. and 
I have always supposed that at some future time the validity 
of the claim would be settled by the proper courts, and I 
am satisfied to await that decision, whether it be favor- 
able or otherwise, and in the mean time leave the gold, as 
it is now, free to all who have the industry te collect it.”’ 

There were a number of candidates for the Sen- 

ate and House of Representatives, every one of 
whom, so far as | know, was in favor of the prin- 
ciple of leaving the final adjudication of private 
land claims in that country to the Supreme Court 
of the United States. There may have been some 
difference of opinion as to the preliminary proceed- 
ings, whether they should take place before a board 
of commissioners or the district courts, but none, 
so far as I know or believe, as to the tribunal 
where they were to be finally acted on. 

I have made this statement, Mr. President, to 
show that the indictment filed by the Senator from 
Missouri [Mr. Benton] against this bill covers 
broad ground in California, and arraigns nearly 
all, if not every man in the State, who aspired to 
a Seat in Congress on the organization of the State 
Government. And sir, I go further, and say, so 
far as my knowledge extends, the landholders of 
that country desire this mode of giving them a final 
and speedy adjustment of their clams. ‘There 
may be exceptions, but I have not met with them, 
and I freely canvassed the State to ascertain as far 
as | could the opinions of those interested in the 
subject. One of the largest landholers in Califor- 
nia, and probably as deeply interested in a pecu- 
niary point of view in these land claims as any 
man in the State, has had frequent interviews with 
me since I brought this bill before the Senate, and 
has declared his unequivocal preference for it over 
that of my colleague. I made some immaterial 
amendments to the bill at his suggestion, and no 
man more anxiously desires its passage than he 
does. He says, what every man who knows any- 
thing of public sentiment in California must say, 
that no board of commissioners whose decisions 
in favor of land claimants in that country would 
be final, could command public confidence, no 
matter how distinguished its members may he for 
learning, talents, and integrity. It would be im- 
possible for the decisions of such a tribunal, if 
favorable to the large contested claims, to be car- 
ried into effect without bloodshed. There is not 
power enough in this Government to enforce such 
decisions in that country. Sir, the Senator says 
this bill ‘‘despoils the old inhabitants of California 
of their lands.’’ By whom is this charge made ? 
By a Senator representing a State far removed 
from California, who is in no way responsible to 
the-people of that State for his acts. And against 
whom is brought this heavy charge of despoiling 
a portion of the people of that State of their lands? 
The entire delegation from California in the other 
House and one of her representatives here. Sir, 
I do not profess to be very familiar with the history 
of parliamentary proceedings in this body, but I 
venture to say that never before in the history of 
the Government has the delegation from a State 
been thus charged by a member of either House 
of Congress with a breach of treaty obligations 
and the law of nations, the result of which was 
the despoiling of a portion of their constatuents of 
their property. ‘This will be the commencement 
of a new era in our Congressional history, and 
hereafter it will be the practice, if this precedent is 
adopted, for Congressional delegations to be ar- 
raigned by those representing other portions of the 
Confederacy, and charged with the gravest offences 
against their own constituents. Members of Con- 
gress have been accused of asking for their con- 
stituents more than Congress thought them entitled 
to, but this is the first instance within my know!- 
edge that they have been charged with despoiling 
their constituents to enrich the General Govern- 
ment, 

The position of a delegation from a new State 
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is at all timés delicate, and their duties arduous. 
They, if any members of Congress, are entitled 
to have extended to them the generous confidence 
of their associates. Forced by the necessities of 
their State to bring forward many and important 
measures, the passage of which are essential to 
the prosperity of their constituents, and subjected 
to be assailed at home by jealous rivals and per- 
sons whose private interests may clash with the 
legislation for the benefit of the State at large: 
charged with doing too little by some, and too 
much by others; and, no matter how pure their 
motives, falsely assailed by base and unscrupulous 
calumniators, with legislating for their own ben- 
efit, a member of Congress from a State just ad- 
mitted into the Union has to pass through an 
ordeal that no man can appreciate until he tries it. 
I do not wish to be understood as complaining of 
the charges made against my cotieagues and myself 
by the Senator from Missouri. I am prepared to 
meet and refute them. Iam not here the repre- 
sentative of any separate portion of the people of 
California—the land-owners, or those who own 
no land. I represent the State as a whole, and I 
intend, to the best of my ability, to do justice to 
my constituents. The land claimants shall have 
full and ample justice at my hands. They shall 
have, so far as it is in my power to give it to them,’ 
the full benefit of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, 
and the usages and customs of the Governments 
by whom these claims were granted. Like other 
eitizens of our country, they must abide by the 
decisions of our judicial tribunals, and if their 
claims are founded in justice they have nothing 
to fear. 

I shall now proceed to examine the arguments 
of the Senator from Missouri, and ask of the Sen- 
ate an impartial decision between us. ‘To most of 
us who have turned our attention to the subject of 
land titles in California, the arguments the Senator 
has used to-day are quite familiar. This is not 
the first time he has used them here. Near three 

ears ago a similar train of argument was used by 
nim in opposition to a bill introduced by the chair- 
man of the Committee on Public Lands. At the 
last session he was stopped in the midst, no the 
beginning of a similar argument by the hour of 
adjournment, which postponed the passage of the 
bill to settle these claims to this session, although 
California was suffering for the want of it then. 

The Senator from Missouri, no doubt from a 
conscientious discharge of his duty, has, in my 
opinion, interposed more obstacles to the settle- 
ment of land claims in California than any or every 
other member of either House of Congress. He 
has defeated every bill that has heretofore been 
brought before the Senate on this subject. If he 
had, with his great experience and naltnsitledend 
talents, three years ago, aided in perfecting the bill 
from the Committee on Public Lands, instead of 
visiting it with his fierce denunciation, it might 
then have passed, and most, if not all, of the Cal- 
ifornia land claims would have been settled for- 
ever, to the incalculable benefit of the people of 
that country: and the same may be said of this 
bill, defeated by him at the last session. I hope it 
will not meet with the same fate now, and that the 
Senate will proceed to discharge its duty to the 
country by the passage of this or some other meas- 
ure, by the operation of which these land claims 
may be finally settled, and the people of Califor- 
nia, may know what portion of that country be- 
longs to private individuals, and what portion is 
public domain. I move to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill until to-morrow. 

Mr. BENTON. It is my intention from this 
time forth that no statement made about me in 
point of fact shall pass upon this floor. That is 
my intention. Now, sir, I have made no charge 
against that Senator, nor have I made any charge 
against his colleagues in the House of Representa- 
tives, with any design or intention to injure either 
them or their constituents. I have mabe no such 
charges. I happen to know, I happen to have been 
here long enough to know, that a debate ought to 
be conducted without being personal. I[ have been 


ee 


| United States. 


I spoke of that at the last session, 


and expressed my regret that the delegation from 
California, including Mr. Frémont, should have 
felt it to be their duty to yield so far to the pre- 
vaiiing ideas in the United States, as to think of 
having a board of commissioners, and I regretted 


they had yielded to the idea of having all the titles 
arraigned and to be held invalid until settled by a 
trial. But before I have done with it I think I 
shall make out that such a bill as this is, as I have 
before said, tantamount to a general confiscation 
of all landed property in California; that in effect 
it is a violation of the treaty with Mexico; a vio- 
lation of the laws of nations; a violation of the 
proclamation issued by the American commanders 
in California; a violation of the capitulation en- 
tered into with the commanders in California; a 
violation of the laws, usages, and customs of the 
country in which they are; a violation, Mr. Presi- 
dent, of the decisions of the Supreme Court of the 
United States; and it is no consolation to tell these 
people that by bringing their claims through three 
different trials, and coming up here to the United 
States Government, they may at last get what 
ought never to have been disturbed. I expect to 
make this all good, and to give chapter and verse | 
for everything as | goalong. I do not suppose 
that anything which I say will of itself weigh much | 
in the minds of Senators; but when I present that 
which is law and fact, I expect it will receive at- | 
tention. 
time. 

Now, with respect to this letter of Mr. Fré- 
mont, it applies to one of the recent grants made 


That is what I propose to do at a proper 


in 1844, I believe, and not accompanied by pos- | 


session at the time the grant was made. A special 


/ exemption from possession was made on account 


of the dangers, and these not imaginary, for six 
men were killed during the first year that Mr. Fré- 
mont came upon it. Now, as this grant to Mr. 


Frémont seemed destined to make so large a figure, | 


I must be permitted to say that he had no more to 
do with the selection of it or with its purchase 
than you, sir. He had an agent, now in this 
country, and perhaps in this city, who made the 
murchase for him. The United States Consul, 
Mr. Larkin, was requested to buy him a rancho, 
expecting, I believe, it would be got from the 
northwest of the bay of San Francisco. But, 
failing in that, Mr. Larkin bought this lot. This 
is a statement of the facts in the case; and this 
letter which has been read applies to his own 
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| other name. 





| principle which he was ready to sustain. 





grants, which were the last which the local author- 
ities were empowered to make. His grant hap- 


pens to have come from the Governor-General of || 


California, Micheltoreno, the last one ever sent 
out from the Central Government, and whom the 
people yo a from the Government in that rev- 
olution which brought the people themselves into 
the possession. 

This grant was made by -that officer. This 
large grant, upon one end of which there has been 
since found some gold, is to make the great figure, 
und to pass through all the newspapers, as a case 
of stupendous speculation; and not only that, but 
what he said with regard to his own property—a 
large grant, and a recentone. And he, an Ameri- 
can, who has some knowledge of the rights them- 
selves, is to be brought up, and what he said with 
respect to his own property is to be brought up as 
a reason why the people of California shall be 
dragged through three suits at law, and brought 
here to the Supreme Court of the United States in 
order to defend the land which the King of Spain 
induced them and paid them to accept three quarters 
of acentury ago. This is a strange condition of 
things, one which he never thought would occur. 
But I am willing that what Mr. Frément has 
written shall be read, and everything else that Mr. 
Frémont has written or said, but I am not willing 
that anything else than what he has said or done 
shall be read as coming from him. 

With these few remarks, to correct the state- 
ments made by the Senator from California, I wish 
to state that | make no charges against him nor 
against anybody. I understand the decorum of 
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Mr. GWIN. L-read the official report of what 
the Senator from ‘Missouri said the other day, and 


| did it in order that I might comment upon it 


property. It is stated tere that the effect of the 
ill proposed will be to despoil the’ people of Cali. 
forma of a portion of their property. I felt it to 


| be my duty to say to Senators that this bill was 
| . Wig 

agreed upon in its principles by myself and my co}. 
it es of the House of Representatives, 


if the Senator from Missouri is correct in eg 
sertion that the effect of the bill will be to despoil 
a portion of the people of California of some of 
their property, which will inure to the benefit of 
nited States. 1 take occasion to say that 
this was a pretty serious allegation against the 
measure, whether it be called a charge or by any 
I consider it a serious charge to sa 
that the effect will by to despoil the people of Cal 


| ifornia of a portion of their property. I must be 


| permitted to say that I think that Senator is mis- 


taken, and that the public sentiment of the people 


/of California will sustain the measure which is 


ponpenee. 
ith respect to the making a false allegation, | 


have only to say that 1 make no issue with that 
Senator, or any other. I am here to represent the 
poe of California, and I shall do it without fear 
or favor, and I shall not ‘infringe on the rights of 
others. I confess that, being a. new member, I do 
not understand the rules as well as others, per- 
haps; but I know my intentions, I know them to 


| be correct, and I intend to a them, knowing 


that I desire nothing but what the interests of my 


| constituents require, and what I think they desire. 


With regard to this letter of Col. Frémont, it 
was written before he and myself were elected to 
the Senate, and it was extensively circulated, and 


| had reference to a question in which he was per- 


sonally interested ; but I do not look at that, | 
look at the principle; and so far as Col. Frémont 
was concerned, it was the same as that of others 
in California. I suppose he spoke in favor of a 
I do 
imputation 


not charge in the slightest degree an 
I know it was purchased by his 


upon his claim. 


| agent, and that that gentleman is most desirous that 


Col. Frémont should possess it. I know that my 
colleague knew nothing of the purchase of this 
claim, and that so far as he was concerned he had 
no agency in it, nor shall I cast any charge against 
him or his claim. I am not going to take any 
advantage of any prejudice in that country against 
large claims; I am going to see, so far as I can, 
that these large claims are not prejudiced. 

The measure I have brought forward is intended 


| to protect them, and give them a right to have 


their claims tested fairly before a tribunal which 
has the confidence of the whole country. I take 
it the officers of this Government will not press 


| the people of California when there is a ground 


for an appeal to the Supreme Court. If I thought 
there would be facilities afforded by the bill to 


| prejudice the claims of any one unjustly, I would 


not give it my support. We know there are 
charges made in the papers which have been agi- 
tating the people, oak want these claims investi- 
gated properly. It is my intention that there shall 

an appeal from a decision which is believed to 
be erroneous. I will not pursue the discussion of 


| this question further. 


The motion to postpone the further considera- 


| tion of the bill until to-morrow was then agreed to. 


And then, on motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, January 3, 1851. 


The House met at twelve o’clock. The Jour- 
nal of Tuesday was read and approved. 


THE THREE PER CENT. FUND. 

Mr. DISNEY, by unanimous consent, mtro- 
duced a bill, of which previous notice had been 
given, to provide for the proper adjustment of the 
accounts between the new States and the United 
States Government, out of the three per cent. 
fund; which was read a first and second tine by 


here long enough to know that, and I happen to 
know how to conduct a debate without running 
it into personality. Sir, none of my debates are 

ergonalities. I spoke of the character and effects 
of the bill which the Senator has aes before 
the Senate. 1! spoke of the effects of making these 
titles run the gauntlet through three different trials, 
and one of them here in the Supreme Court of the 


this body and of my place, and I would not do it || 5.5 title. and referred to the Committee on Public 
»even if} thought it. Let him know that while I || Tarite: 


make no charges against him or his colleagues in || , 
-the other branch of Congress, I deny the -effects || GRANT OF LANDS. i 
-of his measure out and out, and I say that | spoke |) Mr. STANTON, of Kentueky, by unanimous 
against the effect of his measure, and I expect to |! consent, introduced-a bill, of which no- 
'make good what I say against the effect of his |) tice had been given, granting portion of the pub- 
measure when the proper time shall come. | lic lands to the State-of Kentucky, to enable her 
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